IV. Appraisal and the interpersonal voices of contemporary journalism


IV.1. Introduction


The previous chapter described the semantics of appraisal, the linguistic resources by which heteroglossic positions of social evaluation are established, negotiated and naturalised. The description was oriented towards potentiality, towards exploring what meanings the linguistic system in general makes available. In this chapter, I turn to instantiation, to exploring what use is made of those appraisal resources by individual media texts and by groupings of media texts realising particular contexts of situation. More particularly, I explore recurrent patterns of variation in the use of those resources by different groupings of media texts. 


The chapter will show that it is possible to group contemporary broadsheet media texts into three categories according to those patterns of variation. The categories vary according to certain systematic favouring and disfavouring of values from within the appraisal system. The categories have, accordingly, been labelled ‘voices’, following � QUOTE "Iedema et al. 1994"� ADDIN ��� ADDIN �� �Iedema et al. 1994� (see section II.3.(f).1 above), to reflect the differences in interpersonal style or inter-subjective positioning which result from each category’s specific set of semantic preferences. As indicated in chapter 2, the three categories have been termed ‘reporter’, ‘correspondent’ and ‘commentator’ voice. The constitution of the voices and the reasoning for their individual labels will be set out in the course of the following discussion. Particular attention will be paid to the communicative properties of the preferences which constitute reporter voice, since it is this voice which most typically and most strongly associates with news reporting texts, the primary focus of the thesis. 


Later sections of the chapter will explore this reporter voice in its historical context, demonstrating that the association between news reporting and reporter voice is a modern innovation in journalistic textuality. It will be shown that, while some pre-modern news items may display the semantic preferences which constitute reporter voice, the association between news reporting and reporter voice was too weak and intermittent to be reckoned a distinguishing feature of pre-modern journalism. While there may have been some link between reporter voice and news reporting in the pre-modern era, it had not yet been conventionalised to the point that it was distinctive of news reporting as a text type.


Later sections will also explore the implications of voice, as a text-linguistic category, for systemic-functional register theory. 


IV.2. Methology


IV.2.(a). Mapping semantic interaction


The formulation of journalistic voice set out here is based on a close analysis of some 22 media texts, all of which fall under the heading of news or current affairs. (I have excluded from my analysis any texts from, for example, the leisure/life-style pages or the arts pages.) A crucial feature of the analysis is that it not only records the occurrence in a text of the appraisal values outlined in the previous chapter but also their interaction. Thus the computer software by which the analysis is conducted records not only the presence of, for example, a judgement value, but its context of engagement or force. That is, it records whether that value falls within the scope, for example, of a modal of probability, a concessive of counter-expectation, a negative, an extra-vocalising projection, an intensifier and so on.� This mapping of the scope of values of engagement and intensification is sensitive to the potentially recursive nature of both engagement and intensification – an engagement value can, in turn, fall within the scope of another engagement value. A value of intensity can, in turn, fall within the scope of another intensifier, and so on. Thus, given the following text extract, ‘I think she said the Prime Minister was corrupt’, the analysis would,


record the occurrence of the judgement value represented by corrupt,


record that this value was extra-vocalised (falls within the scope of the projecting ‘she said’), 


record that this engagement value was, in turn, probabilised through the modal semantics of ‘I think’ and that, accordingly the judgement value can be seen as doubly implicated in engagement.


IV.2.(b). Sample size, sample selection and statistical reliability


My concern in this chapter is with discovering general semantic tendencies which operate systematically across a particular discourse domain or functional variety of language, namely that of broadsheet, English-language news coverage. Such studies necessarily raise questions about the number of individual texts required to support reliable or plausible generalisations. Although Biber and Finegan were not concerned specifically with news reporting, but more generally with ‘styles of stance’ across the language, they nevertheless reached conclusions about news reporting based on a database of 44 news texts. (Their database also included 27 press editorials and 17 media reviews.) The current study is based on a very close analysis of 22 texts (see Appendix A for a listing and Appendix B for the texts), supported by a less formal analysis of many hundreds more news items. Those 22 texts have been subjected to a close statistical study ( every appraisal value and every interaction between appraisal values has been logged in a database and then subjected to various statistical analyses. (See appendices B and C for the analyses.) Clearly a greater sample size would be required for statistically definitive conclusions. I believe, however, that the sample is sufficient to be strongly indicative of certain statistical trends in the data, given that it is supported by the more informal analysis of many hundreds of additional texts. The findings, nevertheless must still seen as preliminary and in need of further statistical support.


The texts analysed are not the result of an entirely random selection, for the following reasons. As indicated previously, informal analysis conducted at an early stage in the research suggested that patterns of preference for judgement values might provide one important parameter of systematic variation across journalistic discourse. Judgement, as outlined previously, turns on the normative evaluation of human behaviour – it provides the lexis by which we laud or derogate human volitional action. Clearly, newsworthy events, depending on their social constitution, may vary in the degree to which they put at risk such values. We might expect, for example, a report of a torrential downpour to be significantly less likely to put judgement at risk than a report of accusations of political corruption. Thus it is simply not enough to note whether or not a report contains values of judgement. We also need to pay some attention to the extent that judgement values are put at risk by the social context in which the report operates. Accordingly, the database of texts was assembled so as to allow for, and to take note of the degree to which judgement was put at risk by the social context. Specifically, I collected texts so a to ensure the sample included those which turned primarily on human volitional action (and hence potentially put judgement at risk) and those which did not. Reports which do not necessary turn on human volitional action were drawn from the domain of what journalists term ‘police rounds’ and are exemplified in the sample by accounts of accidents. The majority of news reports do, of course, turn on human volitional action and in order to assemble a manageable sample I have concentrated on the core domain of politics. 


In assembling the text sample, I also bore in mind that journalism operates with a range of its own conventional or commonsense textual categories. (See, for example, � QUOTE "Bell 1991"� ADDIN ��� ADDIN �� �Bell 1991� or � QUOTE "Tiffen 1989"� ADDIN ��� ADDIN �� �Tiffen 1989�.) Some of the better known are those which distinguish between ‘hard news’ and ‘human interest’, between ‘news reports/stories’, ‘features’ and ‘opinion/editorial’, and between ‘news’, ‘analysis’ and ‘comment’. I believe that it is methodologically unwise to work with a sample of texts which takes no note of these distinctions, which simply ignores the commonsense categorisations. This is not to assume, of course, that the journalistic categorisations necessarily relate to systematic registerial variation, but rather to allow for that possibility. One obvious danger arises under statistical analyses which develop average frequencies across texts. Different patterns of semantic preference which might distinguish, for example, the news report from news analysis (if such a categorisation should prove to have a discourse-semantic and lexico-grammatical basis) might be lost in any averaging analysis which simply assumes that all news page items constitute a single category. My sample, therefore, has been assembled in a non-random manner in order to allow for, and be sensitive to variation which may be associated with some of these journalistic commonsense categorisations. It has been assembled to include stories from the broad subject areas of misadventure, crime and politics. Within those categories, it has been assembled to include reports which feature,


either no byline, or a plain byline, indicating the report was prepared by a ‘general’ or non-specialist reporter, 


bylines or other devices which indicate some degree of expertise or authority on the part of the author by means of a label such as ‘correspondent’, ‘rounds reporter’, or ‘editor’, 


bylines or other devices which explicitly label the item as ‘analysis’ or ‘comment’ and thereby classify it as something other than ‘normal’ news reporting.


The sample is comprised of items drawn from the news and opinion pages of The Guardian (UK), The Sydney Morning Herald and the New York Times. It also includes items from three international wire services, Agence France Press (AFP), Reuters and The Associated Press (AP).


I have included the news agency texts because wire service copy is used so widely by media organisations either directly or as the basis for their own reports. As a consequence such items act as a sort of textual common currency for the media around the world and clearly have the potential to establish conventions and ‘standards’ for journalistic textuality. In the past, wire-service texts were not usually available to the general public but now, with the growth the World Wide Web, wire service reporting is readily available to all with access to the internet. (AFP stories are published online through the service’s own WEB site and Reuters reports are available through the popular search site, yahoo.com.)


My sample is weighted towards political reporting for the following reasons. Political coverage comprises, overwhelmingly, the largest component of daily press journalism. The following breakdown (Figure 124) of the contents of the first five pages of news coverage from one edition (1/4/98) of The Sydney Morning Herald, illustrates this.


�
Politics�
Misadventure�
Crime�
Other�
�
page 1�
1. Debate over Federal Government bill to change law on Aboriginal land rights 


2. Federal Government appoints new Chief Justice


3. State MPs linked to crime figure�
�
�
1. Australian Cricket Team captain critical of Cricket Board policy on captaincy�
�
page 3�
4. Federal Gov inquiry into hospital deaths


5. Debate over Federal Government bill to change law on Aboriginal land rights.


6. Prime Minister denies breaching code of conduct�
�
1. Morgue workers who steal from corpses to be investigated and charged.


2.Insurance ‘scams’ costing millions�
2. Human hormone recipients to receive compensation.


3. Australian Ballet production saluting World War I diggers to debut.�
�
page 2�
7. Premier boosts police power on knives.


8. Crime commission investigates MP connection with crime figures.


9. State Opposition rejects proposed parliamentary code of conduct.�
�
�
�
�
page 5�
10. Prime Minister refuses to rule out timed telephone charges for business.


11. University staff protest Federal Government cuts to funding.


12. Planned floral festival for Olympics 2000 threatened by lack of government funding.�
1. Major blaze in national park�
�
4. Celebrity agent insists on right to practice chequebook journalism�
�
page 7�
13. Foreshore reserve saved from State Government plan for housing development.


14. Police minister releases report on murdered school girl.


15 Federal Gov plans for new airport challenged by new environmental-risk study.�
�
�
5. Australian exporters resist pressure from Asian economic crisis.


6. Head of major advertising agency resigns.�
�
�
Politics:


63 percent�
Misadventure:


4 percent�
Crime:


8 percent�
Other:


25 percent�
�
Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �1�: News coverage by subject category


Such a weighting in favour of politics – here political reporting represents towards two thirds of total news coverage (62.5 percent) – is typical of English language broadsheets around the world. As well, preliminary research revealed a high degree of consistency in the ‘voice’ of misadventure and crime reporting. Items from these two subject areas are extremely unlikely to deviate from the patterns of semantic preference which constitute reporter voice – almost all items fall unproblematically into the reporter-voice category. In contrast, political reporting revealed itself from an early stage to be much more variable with respect to voice – political news reports can vary across the range from reporter voice through to commentator voice. Political reporting was therefore revealed as a rather more fruitful site for the exploration of voice and the database was consequently weighted in its favour.


The sample included in the database for detailed analysis is comprised of the following:


1. Police rounds reporting 


2 wire service, 2 newspaper items. (total of 4)


2. Political reporting


5 wire-service reports. (5)


coverage of the 1997 elections in the UK – 3 items from the ‘news’ section of the online edition of The Guardian; 3 items from the ‘analysis’ section of the online edition of The Guardian ‘analysis’; 3 items from the ‘comment’ section online edition of The Guardian. (9)


2 additional ‘correspondent’ pieces, one each from The New York Times and The Sydney Morning Herald. (2)


2 additional ‘comment’ pieces, one each from The New York Times and The Sydney Morning Herald. (2)


IV.3. The journalistic voices and patterns of semantic preference.


IV.3.(a). The voice system - overview


The system of voice to be set out in the following sections reflects patterns of discourse-semantic preferences which involve a wide range of appraisal values drawn variously from the sub-systems of attitude, graduation and engagement. All details of this patterning will be explored in subsequent sections. However, the patterns of semantic preference upon which the system of voice relies operate with greater and lesser degrees of consistency and statistical reliability. The patterns implicating judgement, graduation, and the mood choice between interactional and informational meanings operate with the greatest consistency, in some cases providing for absolute, binary categorisations of voice types. Accordingly, I will begin by examining these values and their patternings in some detail before turning to the values and patterns which operate with a lower order of statistical consistency.


IV.3.(b). Judgement and voice


Three clear groupings of texts emerge from an observation of patterns of choice and preference associated with the appraisal sub-system of judgement. In this the current study confirms the proposals set out in the DSP Media Literacy Report. (See section II.3.(f).1. above.) I will restate those proposals below, with some modification and in somewhat different terms, referencing the theory of appraisal set out in the previous chapter. The theory was not available at the time of the DSP project.


Firstly, a two-way distinction can be made between,


those texts where inscribed values of judgement occur only in attributed (extra-vocalised) contexts and 


those texts where at least some values of inscribed judgement do occur in unattributed contexts. 


In the first category, those values of judgement which occur are always attributed to outside sources. In the second category, the authorial voice may directly express at least some types of inscribed judgement. (There are no co-textual constraints in any of the voices on tokens, as opposed to inscriptions, of judgement.) In terms of the appraisal theory set out previously, we can say that where inscribed values of judgement occur in category 1 texts, they are confined to a specific co-textual environment, namely that within the scope of the engagement value of extra-vocalisation. In terms of a reweighting of the probabilities associated with the various appraisal choices, we can say that in this category there is a conditional association of co-occurrence between extra-vocalisation and inscribed judgement – if inscribed judgement, then extra-vocalisation. In category 2 texts, at least some sub-types of inscribed judgement may occur without the engagement value of extra-vocalisation. To state this in more commonsense terms – in category 2, writers make value judgements, in category 1 they can only quote the judgements of others. 


The absolute co-textual constraint on inscribed judgement is found most typically in wire-service or plainly bylined police rounds reports. Following the DSP Media Literacy Report, the term ‘reporter voice’ has been coined to reference the interpersonal stance or style which follows from this constraint. As discussed, the label was motivated by the strong association between this voice and the journalistic role of ‘general reporter’ – the journalistic function most typically associated with ‘hard news’ coverage and the style of reporting which goes with it.


The second category, where at least some values of judgement may occur in unattributed contexts, has been termed ‘writer voice’, with the labelling motivated by the common-sense distinction between the more constrained, more formulaic ‘reporting’ of ‘hard news’ coverage and the less constrained, more individualistic ‘writing’ associated with media ‘analysis’, ‘commentary’ and ‘human interest’. This first, two-way cut between reporter and writer voice is diagrammed below in � REF _Ref420748644 \* MERGEFORMAT �Figure 2�.


Writer voice texts are further subdivided into, 


those texts where the judgement values of social esteem (normality, capacity, tenacity) occur freely in unattributed contexts, but where any judgement values of social sanction (veracity, propriety) occur only in attributed contexts. 


those texts where there are no constraints on any values of judgement – whatever the values (social esteem or social sanction), they may occur in unattributed contexts.


�EMBED Visio.Drawing.5���


Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �2�: Journalistic voices - first cut.


This first sub-category of writer voice was found to associate most typically with news page analysis and backgrounders by rounds writers and correspondents and has consequently been labelled ‘correspondent voice’. In terms of the reweighting of the probabilities associated with appraisal values, it may be defined in terms of the following contingency – if inscribed values of social sanction, then extra-vocalisation. 


 In the second sub-category, authors freely offer any of the full range of judgement values, but most particularly values of social sanction (veracity and propriety). It is most typically associated with features and columns from the opinion pages and has, accordingly, been labelled ‘commentator voice’.  The system is illustrated in � REF _Ref420748792 \* MERGEFORMAT �Figure 3� below.


IV.3.(c). Patterns of judgement across media texts


IV.3.(c).1. Exemplifying the patterns of judgement


As indicated above, these judgement-based patterns are fundamental to the formulation of the theory of journalistic voice. I will demonstrate these patterns in two ways:


analyses of typical textual examples


a statistical account summarising tendencies across groupings of representative texts


�EMBED Visio.Drawing.5���


Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �3�: elaborated system of journalistic voices


The demonstration will attend to the potential influence of variations in subject-matter and the journalistic role/function of the writer. One primary concern in the analysis will be to observe any variation according to whether or not values of judgement are put at risk in the text. As indicated above, some items (accident reports, for example) may not put judgement at risk – they contain few or no values of either implicit (tokens) or explicit (inscribed) judgement. Others, of course, do deal extensively with judgement (politics, for example). I will therefore be concerned to observe the degree to which the co-textual constraints on judgement set out above (no authorial inscriptions) are observed in contexts where judgement figures prominently.


Patterns of judgement in the context of the following textual groupings will be observed.


Reporter voice texts from ‘news’ section coverage of accidents where no or little judgement was put at risk.


Reporter voice texts from ‘news’ section coverage of accidents or crime where judgement was substantially put at risk.


Reporter voice texts from ‘news’ section political coverage.


Correspondent voice texts from ‘analysis’ section political reporting (writers typically labelled as ‘correspondent’, ‘political editor’ etc and/or the section/article labelled, ‘analysis’).


Commentator voice texts from ‘comment/opinion’ section political reporting (the writer’s ‘columnist’ status indicated either by page/section heading or some other signal).


These groupings reflect the general correlations identified above – reporter voice with ‘news page’ coverage, correspondent voice with ‘analysis’ and ‘backgrounders’, and commentator voice with columns and the opinion pages. It must be stressed, however, that the correlation is by no means universally consistent. News page political reporting in the newspapers (as opposed to the wire services) frequently demonstrates correspondent-voice patterns of judgement, rather than reporter-voice. In the papers, in fact, reporter-voice political items are in the minority. Likewise, articles labelled ‘analysis’ sometimes display correspondent-voice and sometimes commentator-voice patterns of judgement. This point will be taken up in more detail below.


IV.3.(c).2. Reporter voice (1), news-page accident report –– judgement not at risk 


The following report (text 1 below) of a fatal train crash from The Times exemplifies misadventure reports where human volitional action is not necessarily implicated in the causality and where, accordingly, values of judgement are not put at risk, or at least are only marginal to the text’s central purpose. The report features no explicit (inscribed) values of judgement, either by the author or by attributed sources. The only value of judgement is introduced through the indirect, reader-position dependent semantics of a token of judgement which is itself distanced from the author by extra-vocalisation. The authorities are reported as suggesting that the train ‘might have been going too fast’. Of course, while this may be read as implying either incompetence or criminal negligence on the part of the driver (hence judgement: capacity or judgement: propriety), it may also be read as indicating some inadvertent mechanical failure which is not susceptible to normative evaluation. (Discovering potential blame and hence bringing judgement into play is, of course, central to the social process of news coverage and news value assessment.)


This solitary value of judgement (token) is marked below in purple, italics and underlining. (The system for presenting appraisal analyses, to be applied extensively in following sections, uses the following display devices:


underlining indicates an attributed (extra-vocalised context);


italics indicate tokens of appraisal; 


colours are used to indicate different sub-categories, thus blue for judgement/social-esteem, purple for judgement/social-sanction, red for high values of intensity and so on.


[Text � SEQ Text \* ARABIC �1�: Spanish Train Crash – judgement analysis]


22 killed, 87 hurt in Spain's worst rail crash 


FROM TUNKU VARADARAJAN IN MADRID 


(The Times 1/4/97)


AT LEAST 22 passengers were killed after an inter-city train full of Easter holidaymakers, many of whom were returning home from Barcelona, careered off the rails last night in the northern Spanish province of Navarre. Eighty-seven travellers were injured, 18 seriously.


Rescuers worked under searchlights as the sun set to free people, some of whom were children, trapped in the wreckage. It was feared the toll would rise. Ambulances took the injured to hospitals at Pamplona, 20 miles away, and Vitoria. Rescuers pulled out bodies, laying them in a row on the tracks and covering them with blankets.


Renfe, the Spanish railway company, ordered an immediate investigation. National radio said that it was the worst accident in Spanish rail history. In September 1980, 26 people died when a train collided with a bus.


"It all happened in a second," an unidentified woman survivor said. "The suitcases tumbled down, people were thrown into the aisles. Everything was crushed together and the people inside were screaming. It was horrible. Horrible."


The Guardia Civil said that the train, with 248 passengers, might have been going too fast [possible token of judgement: competence or propriety] when it crashed. It was to have gone through Huarte Araquil without stopping. Authorities were also checking the track switching system.


Jose Manuel Velasco, a Renfe spokesman, said it was too early to tell what caused the accident, which happened at about 5.30 local time. It added to a heavy weekend death toll in Spain as 132 people died in road accidents.


Last night King Juan Carlos expressed his condolences to the families of the dead.


It is noteworthy that this token of judgement is characterised as a potential site for heteroglossic negotiation not only through the semantics of extra-vocalisation (‘The Guarda Civil said ...’). but also through the semantics of probabilisation ( ‘might have been going too fast’). We saw in the previous chapter how such engagement resources operate to mark utterances as points of possible heteroglossic contestation and, in the case of both extra-vocalisation and probalisation, to open up the potential for inter-subjective positioning with respect to that point of contestation.


(It is also just possible that King Carlos expressing his condolences may be read as a token of judgement/propriety – a sympathetic act by a powerful figure expressing concern for ordinary people. Equally, it may be read as a routine, essentially meaningless gesture and hence as attracting no specific social evaluation. This instance does, nevertheless, serve to illustrate the variable, reading-position dependent nature of tokenised appraisal)


IV.3.(c).3. Reporter voice (2), news-page accident item coverage –– judgement at risk


The attribution of blame (negative values of judgement) is a key issue for the news reporting process and consequently news items which put some form of judgement at risk far outweigh those that do not. The following analysis explores the judgement values in a wire-service report of the reaction to an incident in which a US military plane severed a key lift cable in the Italian Alps in February 1998, killing 20 people. Notably, while the report is rich in values of judgement, both inscribed and tokenised, all of these values are confined to extra-vocalised contexts. Thus, in the report, all judgement values are marked as potential sites for heteroglossic divergence.


Key for analysis


underlining indicates an attributed (extra-vocalised context);


italics indicate tokens of appraisal; 


colours are used to indicate different sub-categories, thus blue for judgement/social-esteem, purple for judgement/social-sanction, red for high values of force and so on.


[Text � SEQ Text \* ARABIC �2�: Italian Ski Lift Disaster - judgement analysis]


Italian PM: Plane Was Far Too Low [token propriety (criminal negligence), or capacity] 


By VANIA GRANDI – Associated Press Writer (4/2/98)


CAVALESE, Italy (AP) -- The U.S. Marine jet that severed a ski lift cable, plunging 20 people to their deaths, violated Italian air safety regulations [inscribed impropriety] with its “earth-shaving flight” across a snowy hillside, the prime minister of this angry nation said Wednesday. 


The defense minister said the American pilot should be prosecuted, several influential lawmakers said U.S. bases in Italy should be closed, and Italian and American investigators started looking into the accident near Trento, about 90 miles east of Milan. 


“This is not about a low-level flight, but a terrible act, a nearly earth-shaving flight, beyond any limit allowed by the rules and laws,” [inscribed impropriety] Premier Romano Prodi told reporters. 


Witnesses said the Marine EA-6B Prowler swooped through the valley just above the treetops on Tuesday. Its tail severed two, fist-sized, steel cables, sending a gondola full of European skiers and the operator to their deaths. 


Startled by an unusually loud boom, 66-year-old Carla Naia looked up and saw the jet “coming at me at an incredible speed.” 


“I've seen lots of planes and I've often cursed them,” the Cavalese resident said. “But this one seemed completely out of control, far lower and faster than the others.” [token impropriety (criminal negligence), or capacity]


Residents of this valley have long complained about low-flying jets out of Aviano Air Base at the foot of the Italian Alps. 


“We are fed up,” said Mauro Gilmozi, the mayor of this picturesque town of 3,600. “This 'Top Gun' stuff [inscribed negative tenacity (= over-enthusiastic, blazé, macho, or possibly propriety (criminally careless)] has got to stop.” 


An EA-6B pilot who flew missions in the area last year said it is standard procedure [propriety = legally endorsed] for pilots based at Aviano to fly low-level training routes in the Dolomite Mountains, but for safety reasons they are not supposed to be at altitudes below 1,000 feet. 


Anger continued to build in Italy, an important U.S. ally and home to seven major U.S. military installations. U.S. flights over Italy have increased dramatically since the international intervention in Bosnia, one of Aviano's most important jobs. The U.S. planes provide support for the international peacekeeping mission in Bosnia. 


Foreign Minister Lamberto Dini deplored the accident but said that it would not “distort our alliances and our collective security structures.” Defense Minister Beniamino Andreatta took a harsher line, demanding that the pilot be prosecuted. 


“We are not asking for revenge, but that the law on criminal responsibility [propriety] be applied to the commander of the airplane,” he was quoted as saying by the ANSA news agency. 


The prosecutors' office in Trento said that its investigators have questioned the pilot and the three other crew members, but no charges have been filed. 


The defense committees of both houses of parliament planned to meet in joint session on Thursday and Valdo Spini, head of the lower house's defense committee, said they planned to investigate the incident from “360 degrees.” 


The cable car was on its way down Cermis mountain when it plunged to the valley floor, crushing everyone inside. It was just minutes away from reaching the base lodge when it fell. 


All that remains is a mangled heap of yellow metal on the bloodstained snow. 


President Clinton issued a statement Tuesday saying he was “deeply saddened” by the accident. Pope John Paul II also extended his condolences to the families of the victims, expressing his “pain and preoccupation,” the Vatican said. 


IV.3.(c).4. Reporter voice (3), news-page crime report –– judgement necessarily at risk


The following New York Times report of a murder in New Jersey features a high concentration of judgement values, both inscribed, provoked and tokenised. 


Before setting out the analysis, it is necessary to consider several issues which arise in connection with police-rounds/crime reporting of this type. Violent crimes of the type described in the report almost inevitably put at risk highly negative values of social sanction – social evaluations of the severest type with strong moral and legal associations. In such contexts, there may only be the finest semantic dividing line between tokenised and inscribed judgement. That is to say, the moral evaluation associated with the action in question is so firmly established in the culture as to be virtually automatic. To describe, for example, the action of two men ‘shooting dead the pizza deliveryman’ is thus to evoke, almost automatically, the highly negative moral judgement which society attaches to such actions. Nevertheless, it is still necessary to distinguish between token and inscription in these contexts. The writer always has the choice between the token, the description couched essentially in experiential terms (‘They shot the man in the head at point-blank’) and a description couched in the explicitly interpersonal terms of inscribed judgement (‘They murdered him, heinously, callously and in cold-blood.’) Since the choice is always available it remains meaningful and significant and should not be overlooked in the analysis, however ‘automatic’ the connection between token and inscribed judgement may have become. (Of course, the degree to which the connection between experiential token and interpersonal evaluation has become automatic in a given context of culture may be an important part of the analysis.)


Additionally, we need to recognise what, in the previous chapter, I termed ‘provoked’ judgement – values triggered by the use of some other appraisal value, typically a value of affect. This functionality of values of affect follows from the way emotional responses and dispositions are frequently evaluated in the culture as ‘good’ or ‘bad’, as ‘appropriate’ or ‘inappropriate’. Here the triggering wording – the value of affect – is in no sense ‘neutral’, or confined to experiential values. Nevertheless, though overtly subjective in this way, the provoking items still do not classify as ‘inscriptions’ of judgement. We still need to distinguish between direct values of judgement and this provoking of judgement. Such a value is found in the headline from the following text – ‘Youths Held in Thrill-Killings of Pizza Deliveryman’. Here we see the affectual value, ‘thrill’, in ‘thrill-killings’ acting to provoke the judgement value of (im)propriety. It is, of course, wrong to kill, but it is, in a sense, even more morally reprehensible to take pleasure in killing. Here the text combines a token of judgement, ‘killing’, with a provoking affectual value ,‘thrill’, to render the judgement of moral reprehensibility virtually unavoidable.


One final point remains to be addressed. Police rounds reports of this type make frequent reference, as is to expected, to various crimes. As a matter of customary practice, they will typically surround such terms in what amounts to an automated extra-vocalisation device – they will be characterised as ‘alleged’. In certain circumstances, however, the ‘alleged’ will be dispensed with, most typically when the underlying assertion of illegality (and hence a negative value of judgement) has been, what might be termed, objectified or institutionalised. Such institutionalisation occurs, for example, when a trial has been held and a guilty verdict reached. Subsequently, reports may invoke this decision and characterise some participant as a ‘criminal’ or a ‘murderer’. Such usage raises interesting questions for the theory of voice and appraisal being developed here. When speakers assert on their own behalf that an individual is a ‘criminal’ or a ‘murderer’ they clearly implicate themselves directly in the judgement value of (im)propriety. In contrast when they attach such labels to participants, not on their own behalf, but on the basis of the public, communally-endorsed legal process, then their implication in the process of social evaluation is less certain. Strictly, the judgemental label has been attached, not by the speaker but by the institutionalised legal process. In a real sense, therefore, such instances of judgement have been extra-vocalised by the context of culture, by the common and communal knowledge operating in the culture which understands such labels to emanate not from the speaker but from past legal procedure. A couple of similar instances occur in the following text. For example, the reporter states that it is ‘shoplifting’ rather than murder which normally concerns the police in this area of New Jersey. This instance clearly does not entail a value of judgement on the part of the reporter directed at the behaviour of some identified participant. It references, rather past legal proceedings and past legal verdicts, now projected through the criminal record. Such instances will, accordingly, be analysed as entailing an underlying, understood semantic of extra-vocalisation.


Key for analysis


underlining indicates an attributed (extra-vocalised context);


italics indicate tokens of appraisal; 


colours are used to indicate different sub-categories, thus blue for judgement/social-esteem, purple for judgement/social-sanction, red for high values of force and so on.


(Please note, the analysis includes brief explanations/commentaries where the judgement values at stake are, perhaps, ambiguous or where some justification of the analysis chosen seems necessary. For example, ‘The Sussex County prosecutor, Dennis O'Leary, called the murders chilling and unlike anything in his experience. [token normality = bizarre, abnormal, freaky]’)


[Text � SEQ Text \* ARABIC �3�: 'thrill killing' report]


Youths Held in Thrill-Killings [provoke propriety] of Pizza Deliverymen 


By ROBERT D. McFADDEN 


New York Times 22/04/97 


NEW YORK -- Two small-town New Jersey teenagers were arrested on Monday and charged with what officials called the brutal, senseless and elaborately plotted murders [propriety] of two pizza deliverymen, who were lured [veracity = ‘acted by deceit’] to an abandoned house in a remote area of Sussex County on Saturday night and shot to death [token propriety] when they drew up in a car.


The victims appeared to have been chosen randomly, their wallets and cash untouched. Officials said the slayers' [propriety - to call someone a ‘slayer’ is to assert wrongful killing] motive -- if there was one -- may have been the thrill of killing. [provoke propriety]


"They just wanted to see what it would be like to kill somebody," [provoke propriety] said one law-enforcement official.


Sussex County investigators said the killers had called four pizza parlors before finding one willing to deliver to an isolated spot in Franklin, a hamlet in the northwest corner of New Jersey where domestic trouble and shoplifting [propriety, extra-textualised by the established criminal record - see discussion above] are the usual police-blotter items. The gunmen were waiting in the dark when the deliverymen arrived at the ramshackle house sometime after 10:30 p.m.


Reconstructing what happened from shell casings, bullet holes, shattered glass and other evidence at the scene, investigators said that the passenger-side window of the car was apparently rolled down so two cheese pizzas could be handed over, and the assailants [propriety - to call someone an ‘assailant’ is to assert wrongful violence] opened fire with .45- and .22-caliber pistols.[token propriety]


The victims were both shot repeatedly in the head and upper body. [token propriety] Their car then rolled 30 yards down the road and veered into the edge of a marsh. There, officials said, the victims were both pulled from the blood-spattered car, laid face down on the ground and each shot again in the back of the head. [token propriety]


The pizzas were not eaten, officials said. Parts of them were found on the car's floor, and the rest in the bog near the victims.


The Sussex County prosecutor, Dennis O'Leary, called the murders chilling and unlike anything in his experience. [token normality = bizarre, abnormal, freaky] "Any homicides I've been involved with, even as senseless as they appear, were rooted in some motive you could place some logic behind," he said. "This appears to be a particularly senseless act. [propriety] There's nothing to indicate they cared much who the deliverymen were."


The final shots were like an execution, [propriety] said William Geffken, the chief of detectives for the prosecutor's office, even though the victims may already have been dead. An hour after the shootings, a motorist saw the car nosed into the bog with its headlights on and called the police, who found the bodies of Georgio Gallara, 24, of Augusta, N.J., and Jeremy Giordano, 22, of Hardyston.


Investigators later traced calls made Saturday night to Tony's Pizza and Pasta Restaurant -- Gallara was the owner and Giordano his employee -- on Route 94 in Hamburg, just north of Franklin Borough, and to four other pizza shops in the area. All had come from a pay phone at a Dunkin' Donuts shop in Franklin. People who had been there Saturday night identified two youths who made a series of calls from the pay phone.


At 2:30 a.m. on Monday, the police arrested Thomas Koskovich, 18, at his home in Franklin, and three hours later a 17-year-old was picked up at his home in nearby Vernon Township. His name was withheld by officials because he is a juvenile, but neighbors and acquaintances identified him as Jay Vreeland. Both were charged in the murders [propriety] and with possession of .45- and .22-caliber handguns [token propriety] stolen in a recent burglary [propriety, extra-vocalised by the past criminal record (see discussion above) ] and found at Koskovich's home.


Koskovich was arraigned before Judge Lorraine Parker in Superior Court in Newton and ordered held at the Sussex County Jail in $1-million bail. His lawyer, David Nufrio, a public defender, entered a plea of not guilty [propriety] but did not contest the bail. The 17-year-old appeared in a closed proceeding and was ordered held at a jail for juveniles. 


Both suspects were described by acquaintances and the authorities as troubled youths: Koskovich, who brought guns to his vocational school [token propriety = ‘it’s wrong to carry guns to school’] before he dropped out two weeks ago and has lived with grandparents since his parents divorced; Vreeland, who has a record of arrests, including one for shooting pellet guns at people [token propriety] recently, who broke up with a girlfriend not long ago and, though still in vocational school, seemed to be leading an aimless existence.


The murders and arrests stunned residents of Franklin, Hamburg, Vernon and other small communities in the rolling hills of largely rural Sussex County, where unemployment is high, opportunity limited and poverty present but largely hidden among the natural beauty of forests and lakes in northwest New Jersey.


In sharp contrast to the profiles of the suspects, friends and relatives of Giordano and Gallara said that the victims were both unmarried, hard-working, [tenacity] friendly [tenacity] young men whose lives could not be measured by money, academic achievement or business accomplishments, [competence] but were made meaningful by countless little things that they did every day for their neighbors. [token propriety = unselfish, caring] 


"Jeremy was always volunteering to help me, shoveling snow or chopping ice outside my store in winter," [token propriety = unselfish, caring] said Donna Rockafellow, the owner of Donna's Boutique, a few doors down from Tony's Pizza in a small strip mall called the Hardyston Mercantile on Route 94. She said she went into Tony's every day for lunch. She said of Gallara: "He walked with a bounce. He was a sweet man. He was always giving us extra treats, powdered pastries, appetizers, and never charged for them." [token propriety = generous and kindly]


Just across the highway, Giordano lived with his father, Joseph, mother, Loretta, and two sisters. He graduated from Walkill High School in 1994, and on the living room mantle was a plaque for wrestling. "He didn't do that well, but he tried like hell," [token tenacity = determined, committed] said his father, eyes brimming with tears. "Somehow this whole thing has to impart a meaning, a lesson for people."


John Veltri, a wrecking company owner, said Gallara opened the pizzeria several years ago and, trying hard to build business, had been willing to deliver anytime, anywhere.[token tenacity = determined, resolute, indefatigable] That, apparently, was a factor in his death.


...


After the arrests on Monday, [law-enforcement officials] described the suspects as friends, but said it was not known how long they had known each other. They also said that Vreeland may have known Giordano, but he said that was nothing more than a coincidence in a small community where most people know one another, and he said it had nothing to do with the shootings.


Buddy Duziak, 17, a junior at the vocational school, said Koskovich had quit school only two weeks ago, after a rough year during which he had brought a sawed-off shotgun to school. "He would bring shotguns in all the time," [token propriety = ‘it’s wrong to carry guns to school’] Duziak said. "We all thought he was trying to be tough." [token (in)competence = ?? socially inept, ‘tough’ inscription of competence]





We note that, once again, that strong relationship between attribution (extra-vocalisation) and inscribed judgement is maintained, even when the context of situation puts highly charged values of social sanction at risk.


IV.3.(c).5. Reporter voice (4), news-page political report –– judgement at risk 


Political reporting most typically puts values of propriety (social sanction) and capacity (social esteem) at risk. A typical capacity-oriented report is provided by the following AFP account of electioneering from the United Kingdom general election of 1997. The wire-service political reports typically adopt the reporter-voice patterns exemplified below while newspaper political reports are more likely to adopt correspondent-voice patterns of judgement.


[Text � SEQ Text \* ARABIC �4�: Labour launches election campaign – judgement analysis]


Labour pulls economy on to election bandwagon 


The opposition Labour Party, hot favorites to win May 1 elections, pulled the national economy on to its campaign bandwagon on Tuesday, as electioneering for national polls entered the final month.


Economy spokesman Gordon Brown assured voters that "the economic argument works for Labour."[capacity]


His words were designed to counter tactics used by the Conservative government which has sought to arouse fears among the electorate over Labour's inexperience [capacity] in handling the economy.


Brown chided the government for failing to lay the foundations for long-term growth [capacity] of the British economy.


"We haven't invested properly [capacity] in the future," Brown said, pointing specifically to the areas of "education and skills, the modern information economy" where a Labour government would target spending.


He told the BBC that "in the last 18 years, we have slipped as a country to 18th place [capacity] in the world economic league."


He said that "we slipped not only behind France and Germany but behind Italy ... Sweden, Hong Kong and Singapore." [capacity]


Brown said that the Conservatives had made 22 tax increases since winning power in 1979 and had doubled the national debt [token capacity] which, he predicted, would amount to 19 billion pounds (30 billion dollars) next year. And one in five British households were now without a wage-earner. 


The chancellor-in-waiting said that his proposed windfall tax on the "excessive profits" [value of appreciation (evaluation of product rather than behaviour itself) acting as token of judgement: propriety - ‘it’s wrong to make excessive profits’] of the privatised utilities would raise funds to invest in training programmes for the unemployed. 


The policy would "move people from welfare to work," [token propriety - it’s right and proper for a policy to do this’] he said.


Labour has committed itself to operating within spending ceilings drafted by the government for the next two years, in a bid to ditch its former tax-and-spend image [token (in)capacity - only, of course, from the economic rationalist position naturalised by the text] 


The party is also expected to adopt the Conservative Party's inflation target of 2.5 percent.


Labour has promised not to raise the basic and top income tax rates for the next five years. 


Labour lost the last general election in 1992 [token capacity] after saying that it would raise taxes to finance public spending.


Despite Labour's pledge not to raise top income tax rates, leaked extracts of the party's election manifesto, which will be published on Thursday, in the Financial Times newspaper said that Labour would "review the corporate and capital gains tax regimes to see how the tax system can promote greater long-term investment." [token (im)propriety - ‘it’s wrong to break your pledges’] (Agence France Press 1/4/97)





The item is noteworthy in that it contains one value of authorial (unattributed) inscribed judgement.


His words were designed to counter tactics used by the Conservative government which has sought to arouse fears among the electorate over Labour's inexperience [capacity] in handling the economy.


As will be demonstrated in the following discussion, political reporting is significantly more subject to variation in voice than police rounds or crime reporting. Thus, as a general principle, it is within political reporting that we may readily observe alternation between reporter voice and writer voice. (As discussed previously, the distinction, in this context, turns on the probability of unattributed judgement). This point will be taken up in detail below, where I will demonstrate that a significant proportion of political reporting in the newspapers is conducted in correspondent voice, while that of the wire services is primarily in reporter voice.


In the current context, it is useful to look more closely at the one instance of unattributed judgement found in the above wire-service report. Although I analysed it as unattributed, its precise status with respect to extra-vocalisation is somewhat more ambiguous or under-determining than this analysis suggests. I will explore the case in some detail, not so much for its own sake, but because it provides a useful illustration of the ambiguities and indeterminacies which frequently associate with appraisal values.


Projecting cognitive processes such as to fear can represent the object of cognition either as projection (‘They fear that the Labour party will be inexperienced’) or as a participant (Phenomenon) in the verbal process (‘They fear the Labour Party’s inexperience.’). In the second instance, the relational process of ‘Labour being inexperienced’ is presupposed and nominalised, and hence the structure is not treated as entailing extra-vocalisation. Yet there is still some sense of the inclusion of an outside voice by means of such structures – that ‘Labour is inexperienced’ is represented via the mental processes of some outside source. Accordingly, it could be argued that there is at least some measure of extra-vocalisation which associates with such structures. When the projecting cognitive process is nominalised, as is the case in the above text, the engagement semantics may be seen as even more under-determined. Under nominalisation, the object of cognition may be realised as a Post-Modifier – ‘fear over Labour’s inexperience.’ The precise extra-vocalised status of the Post-Modifier – presupposed or attributed – is arguably even more ambiguous. In the case in question, the engagement status of the contention that ‘Labour is inexperienced’ is even further complicated by its location in what can be analysed as projection generated by ‘the government has sought …’. It is possible to interpret this sentence as indicating that the government is seeking to portray Labour as ‘inexperienced’ or to cause people to see Labour as ‘inexperienced’, rather than indicating such an evaluation on the part of the author.


The point at issue here is that while the instance may appear to breach the conventions of reporter voice, the lexico-grammatical and discourse-semantic circumstances clearly act to lessen the communicative effects of such a breach. The interpersonal style or stance associated with reporter voice would be largely undamaged by such an instance of apparently unattributed judgement.


IV.3.(c).6. Correspondent voice, political reports, typically ‘analysis’ sections but also newspaper news sections – judgement at risk 


As set out previously, correspondent voice is constituted by the semantic preference under which judgement values of social esteem (normality, capacity and tenacity) may occur in unattributed contexts, but judgement values of social sanction (veracity and propriety) occur only in attributed contexts. 


Correspondent-voice reporting is exemplified by the following coverage of the UK general elections of 1997 from The Guardian. The report came from the section labelled ‘analysis’.


[Text � SEQ Text \* ARABIC �5�: Tory split report]


Tories split [token capacity = ‘not able to operate effectively’] over isolating Hamilton 


Major forced to fudge [capacity or tenacity = ‘act ineffectively’, ‘act indecisively’] intervention. 


MP defies whip’s orders to stand down. 


Central office hamstrung [capacity] by rifts [token capacity] and confusion [token capacity]


Deep divisions [token capacity] have opened up in the heart of the Tory election machine over how to scotch the Neil Hamilton cash-for-questions affair [propriety - extra-vocalised by context of situation, references past allegations against Hamilton]


During the weekend Tory right-wingers blocked a plan by John Major and Brian Mawhinney, the Conservative chairman, to deal decisively [tenacity] with Mr Hamilton.


Mr Major had to settle for a fudge, [capacity/tenacity - see previous] sending out a letter last night telling Tory constituency associations they were taking a risk if they continued to back the MPs under suspicion. [token propriety]


He said that Mr Hamilton and other Tory MPs would lose the whip if criticised in Sir Gordon Downey's report on cash-for-questions. [token propriety]


But he was careful neither to back nor disown Mr Hamilton and the other MPs.


Reflecting the panic [affect as token of (in)capacity] at Conservative Central Office over its campaign being overshadowed by the allegations, Mr Major said: "Unsubstantiated allegations, still under consideration against a handful of individuals, should not cheat [propriety] the electorate of the debate about which party is best suited [capacity] to form the government for the next five years."


The in-fighting [token of either propriety or capacity - it’s wrong/ineffective party members to fight amongst themselves’] at Central Office invoked memories of the 1987 campaign wobble [capacity] in which Lord Tebbit and Lord Young were at odds over strategy.


Mr Mawhinney and Mr Major, according to a Tory source, had planned a press conference to make a clean break with Mr Hamilton.


But this was dropped after protests from the No Turning Back group, the 20-strong clutch of MPs fiercely loyal to Baroness Thatcher, which includes Mr Hamilton. 


The group also includes Alan Duncan, who is in the Tory campaign team, and ministers such as Michael Portillo, the Defence Secretary.


Government whips, according to a Tory source, met Mr Hamilton last week but he refused to stand down. 


They have since been collecting damaging material to prise Mr Hamilton from his candidacy in the Tatton constituency.


The internal battle has been reflected in the muddled [capacity] response of Central Office over the past three days. 


On Saturday, Central Office briefed journalists that Mr Major wanted Mr Hamilton out. 


On Sunday this remained the line, but, following the intervention of the rightwing, yesterday morning the message was that the party was backing off Mr Hamilton. 


At least one MP expressed "bewilderment" at the sudden changes.


There will have been even more bewilderment last night when Mr Major came up with another version, aimed at bringing an end to the controversy. 


In a letter sent to all Conservative constituency chairmen, Mr Major denied accusations that he had deliberately prorogued Parliament early to avoid publication of the Downey report. [token propriety - ‘it’s wrong to suppress information’]


He also rejected the charge that he had been indecisive [tenacity] in failing to force [capacity] the Tatton constituency party to drop Mr Hamilton. 


"It has been suggested that I disband constituency associations and impose new candidates. 


But under our Conservative Party constitution, the selection of a candidate is the responsibility of the association, the decision to contest the seat is for the candidate."


He added that the Downey report after the general election "may exonerate [propriety] members from all, or most, serious criticisms. 


If so, well and good." 


But if it is "unfavourable, the Conservative Party will put the interest of Parliament and its reputation above all other matters". [token propriety]


Mr Major is almost certain to face questioning on sleaze [propriety] this morning at the official launch of the Conservative campaign.


Any hopes he harbours that the row can be quickly brought to an end will be dashed if, as expected, the Liberal Democrats stand down in Tatton and join Labour in support of an anti-corruption candidate, who could be announced before the end of the week. (The Guardian, 1/4/97)


The primary concern of the item, with respect to judgement, is one of tenacity and capacity – with the effectiveness or reliability of Mr Major and his Party. This is reflected in the types of judgement put at risk by the article – 9 values of inscribed social esteem (capacity or tenacity); 3 values of inscribed propriety. The status of the text as correspondent voice is reflected in the co-textual environments of these inscribed judgements:


6 values of inscribed social esteem (tenacity and capacity) are unattributed,


3 values of inscribed social esteem (tenacity and capacity) are attributed,


all values (3) of inscribed social sanction (propriety) are attributed.


IV.3.(c).7. Commentator voice, political reports, typically ‘opinion/comment’ sections but also newspaper ‘analysis’ – judgement at risk 


The commentator-voice texts all fall outside the strict scope of the current research, in the sense that the thesis is concerned with news reporting (items which purport to document newsworthy events and issues) and the commentator-voice texts are all persuasive or expository (they present arguments about, or explanations of events, issues etc by columnists and other authorities). It is necessary, however, to include some analysis of commentator-voice texts in order to provide a complete picture of the set of registerial choices available within news media discourse and thereby to locate the registers which apply to news reporting within this network of choices. It is also necessary to provide at least some exposition of commentator voice because, as will be shown below, the news reporting of the pre-modern era (up until the first decade of the 20th century) did not display the same strong association between, on the one hand, news reporting and reporter voice and, on the other hand, commentator voice and commentary/opinion. Pre-modern news reporting will, in fact, be shown to have displayed some of the semantic preferences which today are constitutive of commentator voice and the persuasive texts with which it typically associates.


In commentator-voice texts, the authorial voice is free to deal with all inscribed judgement values, regardless of whether from social sanction or social esteem. In this sense, commentator is the voice in which the potential for social evaluation is maximised. All values of judgement occur in both attributed and unattributed contexts. Commentator voice is exemplified by the following opinion piece from The Guardian of April 2, 1997. 


[Text � SEQ Text \* ARABIC �6� – Torn apart by cowardice]


Torn apart by cowardice [tenacity] and hatred [affect provoking propriety - ‘it’s wrong to hate’]


By Arnold Kemp 


[Comment Section]


It is not often you can say that a great [capacity] political party stinks in the public nostrils, [propriety] meaning that it has acquired almost universal contempt [affect as provocation of propriety] even among its own supporters. Yet that would be true, this morning, of the Scottish Conservative Party. It is being torn apart not by its traditional foes in the other parties or by its many critics in the Scottish press. It is being devoured from within, by a parasite compounded of cowardice, [tenacity] distrust [affect provoking propriety] and mutual hatred [affect provoking propriety] rather than ideological division.


That is what makes this crisis so extreme. This is what makes a Tory wipeout in Scotland at the election a real possibility rather than a nationalist pipedream. And if that happens can independence - and not just home rule - be far behind?


The resignation of Sir Michael Hirst as party chairman is not an edifying tale. Its circumstances break every rule in the Tory book. [normality = abnormal, aberrant] It is not just that Sir Michael, kirk elder and paterfamilias, admitted a "past indiscretion" [ambiguous value of judgement, either capacity (indiscretion = unwise behaviour) or propriety (indiscretion = immoral behaviour)] in his personal life, involving a gay liaison. It is not the hypocrisy [veracity] which in retrospect can be seen to have underlain the right [propriety] he claimed to rebuke the Church for political interference, [propriety] or his habit at party functions of paying graceful tribute to his wife Naomi and their three children.


It is not even about the "gay clique" said to exercise undue influence [propriety] in the party. That such a group, centred on former councillor Paul Martin, has existed is not in doubt. It is a group noted for its impudence [tenacity] and its promiscuity. [propriety] But it is an embarrassment, [affect as provocation of capacity] a pimple on the party rather than a cancerous growth. [propriety] It is not an offence [propriety] to be gay, though to mix a gay relationship with marriage is no less a betrayal [propriety] than a heterosexual dalliance.


Let us allow, even, that at a time of heightened sensitivity to sleaze, [propriety] Sir Michael's attempt to secure the blue-chip Eastwood candidacy left vacant by the resignation of Allan Stewart was ill-judged.[capacity] It would have given a hostage to fortune. It could have caused further embarrassment, [affect as provocation of capacity]as the election approached. It might have caused even more if he had been elected and in the absence of other senior Scottish Tories defeated in marginal seats, had attained frontbench office.


It should be acknowledged, also, that a genuine grassroots front to "stop Micky" - as candidate, though, not as chairman - emerged in the west of Scotland. First of all, there was genuine anger in the Eastwood constituency association that he had been presumptuous [tenacity] in putting his name forward, even making it a condition of his candidacy that he should be unopposed.


The anger surfaced with the explicit statement by his old enemy Anna McCurley - one of 11 Tory MPs, including Sir Michael himself, defeated in the 1987 election - that she would rather see Donald Duck as candidate than Micky [capacity] . But those who rang round the tabloids, reminding them of Sir Michael's gay affiliations, swam in deeper pools. The thought that Sir Michael might walk off with the safest seat in Scotland, while Malcolm Rifkind, Ian Lang and Scottish Secretary Michael Forsyth teetered in their marginals, was too much for many to bear.


It is, of course, not the first time civil war has rent the party [token propriety] but its grubbiness [propriety] is unparalleled. Bitter infighting [token propriety] broke out after the party's disastrous [capacity] performance in the 1987 election. Lady Thatcher lost complete confidence in the then Scottish Secretary, Malcolm Rifkind, and the traditionalist old guard.


She put in the right-wing radical Michael Forsyth as chairman to cleanse the stable. [propriety] He brought in fresh young talent, [capacity] some of which happened to be gay. Heads rolled. The grassroots were appalled, and among those who formed an alliance with grandees like William Whitelaw to get rid of Mr Forsyth was the young Michael Hirst.


Such things are not forgotten. Sir Michael would not have looked for support from Mr Forsyth when he was bounced out of office by party brass on Friday. As he himself recalls, the chairmanship is in the gift of the Prime Minister.


And there's the rub. What sticks in the craw is the complete breakdown of that trumpeted Tory virtue - loyalty and trust. [propriety] If it hadn't been for Mr Major's moral McCarthyism [propriety] - which offers natural justice [propriety] to Neil Hamilton but would punish if it could the first whiff of sexual scandal [propriety] with instant resignation - Sir Michael would still have a political career of sorts. By attempting to excise the cancer of sexual peccadillo, [propriety] Mr Major has perversely [here not (im)propriety but (in)capacity = ineffective/misguided behaviour] magnified its malignance.[propriety] 


Had it not been for the dictum that sinners [propriety] should not stand upon the order of their going, the party bosses in Edinburgh would not have been thrown into blind panic [affect provoking capacity] when a resourceful [capacity] tabloid reporter bushwhacked them into thinking she had the goods on Micky. She hadn't.


It was Sir Michael's statement itself that gave the papers the peg to run allegations about his past that had been kicking around for months and even years.


There is still just time for a recovery. I have always thought that the natural support for the Tory party, amounting to around 24 per cent of the vote, would re-emerge. And there is a thrawness [tenacity] in the Scottish nature which may make voters go against the media tide. Yet there has surely been too much cowardice, [tenacity] too much betrayal, [propriety] too much incompetence, [capacity] too much hypocrisy [propriety] even for the most pig-headed [tenacity] Tory loyalist. 


Note that the full resources of the judgement system are available to authorial inscription – all five values of judgement occur in unattributed contexts. However, the orientation is, nevertheless, toward social sanction – 18 inscribed authorial values of social sanction versus 13 social esteem.


IV.3.(c).8. Patterns of judgement across texts – statistical tendencies


The 22 texts in the database are set out, with a detailed judgement analysis, in Appendix B. There we observe consistent tendencies with respect to the patterns of judgement set out in previous sections. 


In one grouping of texts (the 4 police rounds reports, 4 wire-service political reports, 1 Guardian political report),  all values of explicit (inscribed) judgement are confined to extra-vocalised contexts – that is, there are no instances of explicit authorial judgement. (Tokens of judgement occur freely, of course, in unattributed contexts. The author has free access to such implicit triggers of judgement.) There is one additional text which contains just the one value of authorial judgement. This was the AFP political report, ‘Labour pulls economy on to election bandwagon’ discussed above. The apparently exceptional occurrence of the unattributed value of social esteem was discussed in section IV.3.(c).5. We saw there that the text was ambiguous as to whether authorial or external voice asserted Labour’s ‘inexperience’. The analysis, therefore, strongly suggests that an absolute constraint on explicit (inscribed) authorial judgement is operational in one mode of contemporary ‘hard news’ reporting. Accordingly, the category of ‘reporter voice’ is postulated.


In another grouping of texts (2 Guardian news section political reports, 2 Guardian, analysis section political reports, 1 Sydney Morning Herald  political ‘correspondent’ report, 1 The New York Times news page political report), the authorial voice consistently makes direct reference to judgement values of social esteem (normality, capacity, tenacity) but no reference to values of social sanction (propriety, veracity). All values of explicit social sanction are confined to extra-vocalised contexts. This grouping of 6 texts include one text which does feature one value of social sanction – Appendix B, text number 9. ‘Labour hits back over job plans’. 


<#L20S17:1/19> Labour is relying on this flow through the system over a year to retain the credibility of its round-figure promise of a mixture of jobs and training. 


We note, however, that there is just the one value of social sanction (veracity) and, most tellingly, once again the context is in some ways ambiguous with respect to sourcing. The value occurs in the context of ‘Labour relying on ..’, suggesting that the question of ‘credibility’ may have been raised by Labour itself, rather than by the author. 


The analysis, therefore, does provide strong support for the postulation of ‘correspondent voice’ as a mode of journalistic textuality. The exception cited above suggests more work is needed to determine the consistency of the constraint on explicit authorial social sanction and the degree to which texts may vary from the prototypal case in which the authorial voice confines itself exclusively to social esteem.


The final grouping is unproblematic. Here the authorial voice has free access to explicit instances of all values of judgement and is thereby contrasted with both the correspondent-voice and reporter-voice groupings (3 Guardian comment section texts, 1 Guardian analysis section text, the two Sydney Morning Herald and The New York Times opinion pieces.) The category of ‘commentator voice’ is therefore postulated.


The groupings of texts as they occurred in the database are summarised below.


Reporter voice: All police rounds reports (both wire service and newspaper) ; all wire-service political reports; 1 Guardian ‘news section’ political report. (10)


Correspondent voice: 2 Guardian ‘news page’ political reports, 2 Guardian ‘analysis’ section political reports, 1 Sydney Morning Herald ‘correspondent’ piece, 1 New York Times news report. (6)


Commentator voice: 1 Guardian ‘analysis’ section report, all Guardian ‘comment section’ reports, both ‘opinion’ pieces from the Sydney Morning Herald  and The New York Times respectively. (6)


IV.3.(d). Patterns of mood choice across media texts: interaction versus information


IV.3.(d).1. Interactional values and journalistic voice


In chapter 3, I demonstrated the implications for engagement of the choice between interactional and informational meanings, arguing that the choice entails a shift in the terms of heteroglossic negotiation. In particular, I argued that interactional meanings (demands and offers of goods-&-services) put at risk compliance while informational meanings put at risk agreement. In that chapter, I set out grounds for analysing not only imperatives but also modals of obligation as realising demands for goods-&-services, and hence as interactional. 


There was an absolutely consistent pattern with respect to unattributed interactional values (proposals) across the database of texts. Within the 22 texts, unattributed interactional meanings occur in only one grouping of texts – in those which feature unattributed values of social sanction. That is to say, there is an absolute, universally consistent association between unattributed interactional values and commentator voice across the sample. In contrast, attributed (extra-vocalised) interactional values occur across all voice types. Thus we can say that it is only in commentator voice texts that authors make demands for goods-&-services on their own behalf. In both reporter and correspondent-voice texts, authors are confined to providing the interactional demands of outside sources. It suggests that the authority to deal directly with values of social sanction is in some way associated in the culture with the authority to put at risk heteroglossic compliance.


In terms of the 22 texts which comprise the database, it is possible to express this pattern as a reweighting of conditional probabilities of co-occurrence:


If unattributed interactional meanings, then unattributed values of judgement/social-sanction,


and


if no unattributed social sanction, then no unattributed interactional values.


It needs to be stressed that many commentator voice texts contain no values of authorial interactional meanings (demands or offers made directly by the author). Accordingly, interactional values are a possibility and not a requirement of commentator voice.


The system of journalistic voice can now be extended as follows,
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Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �4�: Journalistic voice system - including patterns of interactional meaning


The lexico-grammatical patternings with respect to interaction-versus-information provide, of course, for an alternative perspective on the voices under which reporter and correspondent would be grouped, rather than correspondent and commentator. This alternative or cross classification is illustrated below.
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Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �5�: Journalistic voices from the perspective of MOOD choice


IV.3.(d).2. Exemplification: interactional values and journalistic voice


The following extracts from the Italian Ski Lift Disaster report (cited above as text 2) illustrate interactional values in reporter and correspondent-voice texts. Demands/offers for goods-&-services are marked in bold. Extra-vocalisation is indicated by underlining.


The defense minister said the American pilot should be prosecuted, several influential lawmakers said U.S. bases in Italy should be closed, and Italian and American investigators started looking into the accident near Trento, about 90 miles east of Milan. 


…


Foreign Minister Lamberto Dini deplored the accident but said that it would not “distort our alliances and our collective security structures.” Defense Minister Beniamino Andreatta took a harsher line, demanding that the pilot be prosecuted. 


“We are not asking for revenge, but that the law on criminal responsibility [propriety] be applied to the commander of the airplane,” he was quoted as saying by the ANSA news agency. 


We note, as predicted, that in all cases the interactional values are extra-vocalised.


Within commentator-voice texts, authorial (unattributed) interactional values are found most typically in editorials. A typical use of such values is demonstrated by the following New York Times editorial. 


[In the analysis I have marked in bold those utterances which carry an interactional demand. I have also marked authorial judgements of social sanction (the other indicator of commentator voice) in purple, with the purple regular font indicating inscription, purple italics indicating token.]


(New York Times editorial 29/1/98)


A recent ruling by Federal District Judge Stanley Sporkin against the State Department sheds light on offensive, racially biased visa policies used in the American consulate in São Paulo, Brazil, and other consular offices around the world. Instead of defending these policies, the State Department should be working to eliminate them. 


The case involved a Foreign Service officer, Robert Olsen, who was dismissed because he refused to follow "profiles" used in the São Paulo office in rejecting non-immigrant visa applications. When there is evidence of a fraud ring operating among specific groups, a profile or checklist of characteristics can help alert consular officers to shady applicants. But it is another thing entirely to enforce a standing policy that denies tourist and business visas to people based on their race, ethnic background or style of dress. 


That apparently was what happened in São Paulo. The consulate manual included codes such as "LP" for "looks poor," "TP" for "talks poor" and "LR" for "looks rough" to justify visa denials. All Koreans, Chinese and Arabs were treated as fraud suspects. People born in some regions of Brazil, particularly areas with large black populations, were also instantly tagged as fraud suspects and subjected to more rigorous application review. Even the dubious physical-appearance test, which ostensibly dealt with economic status, functioned as a racial discriminator since a disproportionate percentage of blacks in Brazil are poor, and many applicants who "looked poor" were black. 


The Government argues that these generalized stereotypes are used to increase scrutiny, and do not necessarily lead to the denial of a visa. But even that difference places a heavy, unjust burden on some applicants that other applicants of non-suspect races do not face. Judge Sporkin ruled that these profiles were illegal under Federal immigration law, and that the termination of Mr. Olsen for refusing to use these profiles was improper. The case has been remanded to the Foreign Service Grievance Board, which should reinstate Mr. Olsen to his job. 


Consulates need discretion in determining who gets a visa, but those decisions should be based on objective and fair criteria. The need for busy Foreign Service officers to rely on shorthand lists is understandable, but does not justify the reprehensible use of factors like ethnic background. Foreigners have no legal recourse if they are unfairly denied a visa, but it offends the spirit of fairness to carry out a discriminatory policy in consular offices that Americans would not tolerate at home. 


We note that this text has an obvious and single hortatory purpose, supported by a relatively simple textual architecture. It acts to demand that US immigration procedures be made free of racist and other social biases. But interactional values are also found in commentator-voice texts which are more discursive and less centrally organised around such an hortatory proposal. The following extract is taken from a comment piece from the opinion pages of The Guardian, published during the UK general election of 1997. The columnist provides a wide-ranging critique of the then UK Opposition Labour Party’s policy on education. In the extract, the author challenges the Party’s announced plan to continue government support to the private school system. In the course of the critique, she insists that support for the private school system must be ended. (See Appendix B, text number 14 for complete text.) Interactional values are marked in Bold.


(From ‘Private education is the election issue that dare not speak its name - except at a dinner party near you’ - Rachel Cusk 3/4/97)


…


Furthermore, teaching, a career already regarded by graduates as the penultimate resort, demands in addition a missionary selflessness to go the full mile to the last resort of the state sector, a career decision on a par with voluntary martyrdom.


Mr Blair's talk of the many and the few - as in, we intend to give to the many what in the past was available only to the few - merely relocates the arguments on the other side of the chasm. 


It does nothing to bridge it, and indeed it ought not to be bridged. 


It ought to be filled in, or left to fend for itself, an interesting social colony where the purchase of superiority provides a breeding ground for endlessly reproducing heirarchies.


IV.3.(e). Patterns of intensification across media texts


IV.3.(e).1.i. General patterns


A common feature of journalistic texts, across the various voices, is their preference for values of intensity or, more particularly, for values of high intensity. By ‘preference’ I mean that they make sufficiently frequent and consistent use of these values that they are rhetorically salient. (We recall that intensity may be realised trans-systemically and involves both explicit and implicated realisations.) All 22 texts in the sample featured some intensification. When all possible values of intensification were taken into account, the commentator-voice texts were found to feature the highest frequency of such values, with correspondent and reporter-voice texts featuring similar frequencies. 


An example of an intensification analysis is provided below – intensification marked in red.


[Text � SEQ Text \* ARABIC �7�]


Labour pulls economy on to election bandwagon [metaphor of intensification = introduced the subject of the economy forcefully/with impact] 


The opposition Labour Party, hot favorites [metaphor = ‘very likely to win’] to win May 1 elections, pulled the national economy on to its campaign bandwagon on Tuesday, as electioneering for national polls entered the final month.


Economy spokesman Gordon Brown assured [ranking: high value of extra-vocalisation – ‘suggested/hinted that’ = low; ‘says’ = ‘median’; ‘assured that’ = high]


voters that "the economic argument works for Labour."


His words were designed to counter tactics used by the Conservative government which has sought to arouse fears [ranking: high value of affect – ‘concerns’ = low; ‘anxiety’ = median; ‘fear’ = high] among the electorate over Labour's inexperience in handling the economy.


Brown chided [ranking: high value of extra-vocalisation – criticised = low; chided = high] the government for failing to lay the foundations for long-term growth of the British economy.


"We haven't invested properly in the future," Brown said, pointing specifically to the areas of "education and skills, the modern information economy" where a Labour government would target spending.


He told the BBC that "in the last 18 years, we have slipped as a country to 18th place in the world economic league."


He said that "we slipped not only behind France and Germany but behind Brown said that the Conservatives had made 22 tax increase since winning power in 1979 and had doubled the national debt which, he predicted, would amount to 19 billion pounds (30 billion dollars) next year. And one in five British households were now without a wage-earner.


The chancellor-in-waiting said that his proposed windfall tax on the "excessive profits" of the privatised utilities would raise funds to invest in training programmes for the unemployed. 


The policy would "move people from welfare to work," he said.


Labour has committed itself to operating within spending ceilings drafted by the government for the next two years, in a bid to ditch [force/quality = definitively, decisively get rid of] its former tax-and-spend image.


The party is also expected to adopt the Conservative Party's inflation target of 2.5 percent.


Labour has promised not to raise the basic and top income tax rates for the next five years. 


Labour lost the last general election in 1992 after saying that it would raise taxes to finance public spending.


Despite Labour's pledge not to raise top income tax rates, leaked extracts of the party's election manifesto, which will be published on Thursday, in the Financial Times newspaper said that Labour would "review the corporate and capital gains tax regimes to see how the tax system can promote greater long-term investment." (Agence France Press, 1/4/97)


Somewhat clearer patterns emerge, however, when the focus is turned exclusively on those values which occur in unattributed contexts (only the intensifications for which the authorial voice takes explicit responsibility) and when we take into account the different sub-types of intensification set out in the previous chapter. (The approach is similar to that adopted for judgement.) In the previous chapter, I first explored intensification through the graduation system, which was divided into  force and focus subcategories. Further, I proposed dividing values of force into the categories of implicit versus explicit. Within explicit force, I distinguished between isolating and infused values, and within fused values I distinguished between interpersonalised and experientialised values. The system of explicit force is repeated below (� REF _Ref420907356 \* MERGEFORMAT �Figure 6�) for ease of reference.
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Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �6�: Intensity – explicit force


The more clearly marked patterning is revealed through an analysis which is sensitive to these various sub-categorisations, and in particular when we focus the analysis upon explicit rather than implicated values. 


IV.3.(e).1.ii.  Patterns of isolating, explicit force across media texts (non extra-vocalised utterances)


The statistical analysis of the sample texts (see Appendix C, results A, B and C) indicates a distinction between reporter voice and writer voice (correspondent and commentator) in terms of explicit, isolating values of force . The writer-voice texts (those which allow at least some authorial inscribed judgement) have a significantly stronger preference for this mode of intensification. Thus writer-voice texts make relatively frequent use of values such as very,  really, somewhat, for example, while they have an extremely low frequency in the reporter-voice texts. 


This pattern is diagrammed below in � REF _Ref420907510 \* MERGEFORMAT �Figure 7�.
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Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �7�: Explicit, isolating force and journalistic voice


IV.3.(e).1.iii. Patterns of infused interpersonalised force across media texts (non extra-vocalised utterances)


Patterns for interpersonalising values of force (desperate bid; endless talks, minuscule etc) closely match those for the isolating values (very, really, again and again). They are considerably more restricted in reporter voice texts than in the two writer voice groupings. (See Appendix C, results D). This preference is diagrammed below
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Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �8�: Infused, interpersonalised FORCE


IV.3.(e).1.iv. Patterns of infused, experientialised force across media texts (non extra-vocalised utterances)


The data analysis indicates values of experientialised force pattern rather differently from the other sub-categories – all voices would seem to have unrestricted access to authorial experientialised force (See Appendix C, Results E, F and G). We note, as well, the strong association between reporter voice and force:metaphor values (prices skyrocketed etc). Though all voices make use of these values, they occur in the highest ratio in reporter voice. It is possible, therefore, that force :metaphor in reporter voice may have sufficient salience so as to act as a characterising feature of this sub-register.


The overall patterning of explicit force with respect to journalistic voice is diagrammed below.
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Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �9�: explicit force across journalistic voices


IV.3.(e).1.v. Implications for the system of voice


These findings suggest that we may, at least tentatively, extend the system of journalistic voice to reflect these various preferences. Specifically we can say that reporter voice stands apart from the two writer voices in discriminating between different modes of realising force – it favours forms in which the sense of intensification is entailed by, or fused with an experiential value, while it disfavours realisations which are more overtly interpersonal. The interpersonal style of reporter voice is one which constrains judgement and interactional values while promoting and foregrounding experientialised intensification.


IV.3.(f). Patterns of appreciation across media texts


The discussion to this point has demonstrated the highly consistent operation of the constraints that reporter voice imposes on judgement, proposal and some sub-types of intensification. In the following sections, I will explore the patternings of additional appraisal values which, though less consistent, are nevertheless significant and clearly act in consort with the previous patternings to establish the interpersonal styles of the three voices. I will turn, firstly, to values of appreciation.


Under appreciation:reaction, products and natural entities are characterised in terms of affect, in terms of the emotional responses they are construed as necessarily entailing. Thus under reaction:impact, the speaker asserts the evaluated entity’s potential to spark interest and attention – arresting, engaging, striking, fascinating, moving; boring, dull, staid, uninviting etc. Under reaction:quality the speaker asserts the evaluated entity’s potential to please – lovely, splendid, enchanting, appealing; ugly, repulsive, plain, revolting etc.


Under appreciation:composition, products and natural entities are evaluated aesthetically in terms of their form or architecture. Evaluation in terms of appreciation:composition reflects on the capacity of the behaviour by which the evaluated entity was formed or derived. (Appreciations of composition may act as tokens or provocations of judgement:capacity.) Under composition:balance the entity is evaluated in terms of how well its component parts hold together – balanced, harmonious, unified; discordant, contorted, unbalanced, etc. Under composition:complexity the entity is evaluated in terms of an aesthetics of form, in terms of how directly or clearly it presents to the perceptions – simple, rich, precise, intricate; simplistic, convoluted, extravagant etc.


The categories of appreciation: social valuation are not ‘aesthetic’. They are not concerned with pleasure associated with form and appearance but with the application of various normative principles to products and entities. As set out in chapter 2 (section II.3.(e).3.iii) social valuations are closely tied to the particular discourse or social setting in which they operate. Within the media, social valuations are primarily concerned with either social salience (how important or noticeable the entity is) or with harm/benefit (the degree to which the entity is seen as beneficial to society).


Authorial instances of appreciation (those in unattributed contexts) occur across the journalistic voices. Certain preferences emerge, however, once we distinguish between the  sub-types, and especially when we distinguish between the ‘aesthetic’ categories and those of social valuation. Analysis of the texts in the database shows that the subcategory of appreciation:social valuation (key, significant, prominent, harmful, healthy, beneficial etc) is preferred across all three voices – it occurs with the highest frequency and in the largest number of texts. (See Appendix C, Results J). In contrast, the two ‘aesthetic’ categories, appreciation: reaction and appreciation: composition occurred less often and with significantly lower frequencies  (See Appendix C, Results H, I). 


IV.3.(g). Patterns of affect across media texts


There did not appear to be any voice sensitive-patterns with respect to affect across the sample texts. Unattributed values of affect occurred regularly across the three voices. 


IV.3.(h). Patterns of engagement across media texts


Under engagement, as discussed in the previous chapter, the speaker shifts the terms in which they negotiate with the heteroglossic diversity. We saw previously that, in broad terms, distinctions in modes of engagement turned on whether the diversity was extra-vocalised or intra-vocalised, and on whether the text acts to diversify (open) or narrow (close) the terms of that negotiation.


Patterns associated with values of engagement, while not for the most part categorical, are nevertheless significant and, once again, contribute to the various interpersonal styles of the voices. I will discuss these in turn.


IV.3.(h).1. Patterns of engagement:extra-vocalisation


Extra-vocalisation is, of course, found broadly across all three voices. This follows from the way the media functions to mediate a wide range of non-journalistic discourses. Thus, what Fairclough terms ‘manifest intertextuality’ is fundamental to journalism as a social process (� QUOTE "Fairclough 1992"� ADDIN ��� ADDIN �� �Fairclough 1992�1992). We find, nevertheless, that the frequency of extra-vocalisation varies systematically across the voice types – reporter voice associates with the highest frequency of extra-vocalisation and commentator voice with the lowest.


IV.3.(h).2. Patterns for engagement:intra-vocalise:open


Under the intra-vocalising engagement category of ‘open’, the speaker actively evokes or acknowledges the possibility of heteroglossic diversity through meanings which act to keep various more or less divergent positions in play communicatively. Values of probability (may, perhaps) and appearance (it seems) occur across all voices, but once again a pattern is observable by which the values are significantly more constrained in reporter-voice texts. (Appendix C, Results K)


Thus we can see that the probability that a text will contain any values of Probability/Appear increases as we move from reporter, through correspondent to commentator-voice texts.


Interestingly, the other value of intra-vocalise:open, hearsay, patterns rather differently. Hearsay occurs freely across all voices – values occurred in the majority of texts in all three types; frequencies were at about the same level in the three types.  


From this perspective, we can say that, in relative terms, reporter-voice texts are less ‘open’ to the heteroglossic diversity than either correspondent or commentator-voice, except in the context of hearsay. 


IV.3.(h).3. Patterns for engagement:intra-vocalise:close


In the previous chapter (section III.3.(c).3), I argued that, under the engagement value of intra-vocalise:close, the text acts to restrict or manage the heteroglossic diversity by suppressing or actively challenging alternative positions. Values which suppress or reject alternatives were grouped under ‘disclamation’ and those which challenge alternatives were grouped under ‘proclaim’. 


IV.3.(h).3.i. Proclaim


Under the sub-system of proclaim, patterns can be identified which, once again, provide for a categorical distinction between voices. Proclaim divides into the two sub-categories of ‘pronounce’ and ‘expect’ (see section III.3.(c).3.ii). Across the sample of 22 texts, authorial pronouncements (eg. ‘It’s a fact that …’, ‘Really, …’, ‘I declare that’; etc) were confined to commentator-voice texts. There was a similar constraint on ‘inter-textual expect’ (of course, predictably etc). While the patterning for ‘intra-textual expect’ (causatives – because etc) was not so categorical, there was, nevertheless, a strong favouring of ‘intra-textual expect’ in commentator-voice texts and a contrasting disfavouring in reporter-voice texts. (Appendix C, Results M, N)


In general terms, therefore, we can conclude that the probability of ‘proclaim’ values is lowest for reporter-voice texts and highest for commentator voice. Thus reporter voice can be seen as disfavouring the rhetorical strategies associated with proclamation, that is with strengthening and motivating utterances so as to actively challenge heteroglossic alternation. This orientation is diagrammed below. 
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Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �10�: journalistic voices and orientation to engagement:close:proclaim


IV.3.(h).3.ii. Disclaim


The two sub-categories of engagement:intra-vocalise:close:disclaim – deny (no, not) and intra-textual counter-expect (although, however - see sections III.3.(c).3.iii. and III.3.(d).) – are also most severely constrained under reporter voice. Tellingly, denial is significantly less frequent in reporter voice than in the two writer voices. The contrast with commentator voice is particularly striking (See Appendix C, Results O). Reporter voice utterances (unattributed authorial statements) are therefore significantly less likely to invoke directly oppositional social positions than commentator-voice texts. 


A similar pattern obtained with inter-textual counter-expectational values (amazingly, only, even - III.3.(c).3.iii. and III.3.(d).). Only one value occurred in all 10 reporter-voice texts, while such values were frequent in commentator-voice texts. (Appendix C, Results P). These patterns are represented diagrammatically below.
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Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �11�: journalistic voice and engagement:close:disclaim


IV.3.(i). Patterns of appraisal values and reporter voice 


The discussion to this point has explored patterns of semantic preference as they operate to distinguish the three voices. By way of summary, I will narrow the focus to the semantic preferences of reporter voice, since this is the primary concern of the thesis. I will consider variously the values which are entirely excluded from the author’s voice (excluded from unattributed contexts), those which are disfavoured relative to the other journalistic voices in unattributed contexts, and finally those which are either favoured or which display similar probabilities across the voices. 


The notion of ‘disfavouring’ I use here is not strictly statistically determined. It is determined not so much by the simple numbers but my concern to capture differences which have significance for the communicative character and potential of texts. That is to say, I would not, for example find it significant if a particular value occurred in 60 percent of the texts of one voice grouping and in 70 percent of another, although, of course, the first group could be said to disfavour that value in strictly relative terms. Such issues arise, of course, because there is no predetermined, necessary statistical measure of what is significant communicatively – there are real dangers in assuming that the simple counting of occurrences will reveal genuine functional differences. Thus, the standard determiners of ‘significance’ under statistical science are not applicable here, or do not, at least, have a simple application. In many instances it may be necessary to consider the individual semantics of the value in question, the textual context of occurrences, the degree of difference in the frequency of other values etc, if we are to speak with any certainty about communicative significance.


The purpose of the current section is to give an overview of the communicative character of reporter voice. The notion of ‘disfavouring’ which I develop will be tailored toward that objective, bearing in mind all the problems outlined above. I will sometimes, therefore, distinguish between significant differences in probabilities of occurrence and less significant differences, without seeking to find a fixed statistical criteria for the two categories, though, of course, the actual figures which underlie the distinction will always be available (Appendix C). The analysis will be sensitive both to whether texts contain any instances of the value in question and the relative frequency of values in those texts which do contain values.


IV.3.(i).1. Values excluded from unattributed utterances (only occur in material attributed to outside sources):


inscribed judgement (attitude) – corruptly; skilfully etc


force :isolating: repeat (intensity) – again and again


force :isolating: colour (intensity) – bloody awful


force :interpersonalise: universalise (intensity) – she never stops talking


interactional utterances (engagement) – the government must …


proclaim: pronounce (engagement) – The Premier really did…, I contend that,


proclaim: inter-textual expect (engagement) – The Premier, of course, …


IV.3.(i).2. Lower probability that reporter-voice texts will contain any values and/or low frequency in texts which do contain values (in unattributed contexts):


appreciation: reaction (attitude, captivating, boring, striking, ominous etc) – significantly lower probability of any occurrence (only one of the reporter-voice texts contained a value, this text contained only one value)


appreciation: composition (attitude) – balanced, harmonious, discordant etc


force:isolating:grade (intensity, slightly, very, completely) – significantly lower probability of values


force:interpersonalise: evaluatory (intensity) – damning indictment


 open: probability and appearance (engagement, maybe, it seems etc) 


close:proclaim:intra-textual expect (engagement, because, therefore etc) 


disclaim: inter-textual counter-expect (engagement) – amazingly; she only glanced at it etc


close:disclaim:deny (engagement, not, neither, failed to etc) 


IV.3.(i).3. Values operating across voices – relatively few constraints on direct authorial expression):


appreciation: valuation (attitude, an unhealthy climate, prominent backbencher, positive campaign, historic development) 


affect (attitude) 


force:experientialise:quality (intensity, the car veered)


force:experientialise:measure (intensity, small, large) 


open:hearsay (engagement, it’s said, the alleged)


close:disclaim:intra-textual counter expect (engagement, although, however, but)


IV.3.(i).4. Values preferred by reporter voice (in unattributed contexts)


force:experientialised: metaphor (intensity, prices skyrocketed, rains bucketed the state etc) 


extra-vocalisation (engagement) – values occur across all voice types, higher maximum frequency in reporter voice 


IV.3.(i).5. Summary 


In summary, therefore, we can say that the conventions of reporter voice position the writer to engage with the heteroglossic diversity and, in particular with social evaluation through the semantics of extra-vocalisation and hearsay. The same co-occurrence constraints do not, however, apply across all the modes of attitude. While all values of judgement are construed in heteroglossic terms, values of affect and some values of appreciation need not be. We note in particular that the non-aesthetic values of appreciation which apply norms of significance and benefit, for example, are regularly construed in monoglossic terms (presented as ‘bare’ statements). We note as well that, in general, reporter voice disfavours values which construe the heteroglossic diversity in intra-vocal terms (values by which the possibility of heteroglossic diversity is conveyed by the writer’s own voice) rather than in extra-vocal terms (heteroglossic diversity represented through ‘manifest intertextuality’). This preference is reflected in a range of sub-systems including, perhaps surprisingly, the relatively low frequency of negatives (close:dislaim:deny) and causatives (close:proclaim:intra-textual expect). The role of various values of appraisal in reporter-voice texts means that the view of news reporting as a ‘faceless’ style cannot be sustained (see � QUOTE "Biber and Finegan 1989"� ADDIN ��� ADDIN �� �Biber and Finegan 1989�). The presence of values of both affect and appreciation in unattributed contexts would mitigate against this. But perhaps even more compelling is the frequent use of intensification in reporter-voice texts. While reporter voice disfavours isolating and interpersonalised values, it has a strong preference for experientialised values which clearly act to increase the interpersonal volume and impact of the text.


IV.4. Reporter voice in contemporary journalism, phylogenesis and the evolution of register.


IV.4.(a). Locating conventions of journalistic voice in a diachronic context


The primary focus of this thesis is upon the textuality of contemporary broadsheet news reporting. It is also my concern, however, to place that textuality in a historical context, or, more particularly, to locate current modes of journalistic textuality within the context of their historical evolution. As discussed in the introduction, the point is not to describe the journalistic past for its own sake (though that is, of course, a subject of linguistic interest in its own right), nor is it to provide a detailed account of the process by which modern conventions of journalism came into being. The point, rather, is to cast a light upon contemporary journalistic conventions by demonstrating the degree to which they represent significant departures from past practice. By so doing, we can more readily demonstrate the arbitrary nature of contemporary modes in the sense that they are not fixed or predetermined, but vary in response to the social changes which accompany the flow of history.


The account I provide of past conventions of journalistic voice will, of necessity, be brief. The differences between current journalistic styles and those of the late 19th century are, however, so marked that a discussion of just a few items will serve to demonstrate the wide gap between the journalism of the past and the present.


Contemporary broadsheet journalism is marked by its three-way division into reporter, correspondent and commentator voice, with each voice representing a particular set of interpersonal preferences and constraints on lexico-grammatical co-occurrence. We saw how commentator voice is associated primarily with opinion page and columnist argumentation, while correspondent and reporter are the voices of news page coverage. Reporter voice associates most directly with misadventure and crime reporting, while political coverage may be conducted in either reporter or correspondent voice. The three way distinction turns most fundamentally, as I have demonstrated at length, on the terms in which the text negotiates values of judgment and the interactional-versus-informational distinction – on whether inscribed values necessarily occur under the engagement value of extra-vocalisation.


From the perspective of journalistic evolution, therefore, we are concerned with whether or not this three-way division holds. We are concerned, at least in the first instance, with the following questions:


Are interactional values and values of inscribed judgement consistently extra-vocalised in misadventure and crime reports?


Is it possible to identify a sub-grouping of political reports where all judgements and interactional values are confined to extra-vocalised contexts (reporter-voice political coverage)?


Is it possible to identify a grouping of texts which consistently features authorial judgements of social esteem (normality, capacity, tenacity) but where judgements of social sanction (veracity, propriety) are confined to extra-vocalised contexts?


Is it possible to identify some patterning of semantic preferences by which we might distinguish separate voices of political reporting and political commentary?


IV.4.(b). Appraisal and news reporting in the 19th century 


IV.4.(b).1. The emergence of contemporary conventions of journalistic voice


A survey of US, UK and Australian broadsheet newspapers from the late decades of the 19th century and the early decades of the 20th century reveals that the conventions of journalistic textuality outlined above did not emerge until the 20th century. Much more research would be required, however, to map the emergence of those conventions and to determine more precisely the point in history when they became widely operational in newsrooms around the English-speaking world. My interest here, however, is not to trace that evolutionary process but rather to demonstrate difference between the past and the present. I have therefore chosen to compare contemporary practice with a period when that difference was unproblematically apparent. I have chosen, therefore, to consider conventions of journalistic style as they operated until the 1890s in the US, the UK and Australia, although I do not believe the modern three-way division of journalistic voice was definitively conventionalised until significantly later than that.


IV.4.(b).2. Modes of textuality in 19th century journalism


Before considering the nature of journalistic voice in the 19th century, it is necessary to provide a very brief sketch of the terms in which that textuality operates. There were, as is to be expected, some significant differences in journalistic practices separating, for example, The New-York Times and The Times. For example, The Times filled its first few pages with advertisements while The New-York Times was like modern publications in providing news coverage on the front page. The newspapers, however, were similar in the general terms I will set out here. 


News coverage in the 19th century featured more thorough and more diverse ‘manifest inter-textuality’ (in Fairclough’s terms) than today. A primary mode of news coverage was to provide complete verbatim accounts of the statements, speeches etc of participants in various newsworthy events. This applied generally to what today would be called ‘police rounds’, to war reporting, to the ‘courts’ rounds and to political reporting. (See Schudson 1978.). Thus the news pages included:


complete letters or reports from, for example, members of the military staff involved in foreign military operations (a frequent occurrence at the time due to Britain’s imperial activities),


long, verbatim transcripts of parliamentary debates and proceedings,


transcripts of proceedings before the law courts,


transcripts of complete speeches or at least major sections of speeches delivered at public gatherings.


While such texts typically involved a certain degree of abbreviation and summarisation, they were, in comparison with modern texts, significantly less mediated by journalistic textuality. Thus the explicit journalistic role might be simply to provide a minimal frame for the quoted text. For example,


We have received the following from the India Office :–


	“From Viceroy, July 3, 1880.


“Abdurrahman left Khanabad for Cabul direction 128th. Residar Afzul Khan, sent from Cabul to Abdurrahman, has returned. Hassim Kahn left Cabul and jointed Ghilzais, but has written friendly letter to Griffin at Cabul. Ayooh Khan reached Fara 24th. His advance cavalry have arrived Bakwa. Some excitement caused in Candahar. The Wali is at Girishk with main body of forces, having detached a brigade to Washin under his nephew Roshandil Khan.


“A British brigade advances towards Helmand for Candahar.”


(The Times, 5/7/1880)


Text � SEQ Text \* ARABIC �8�: transcript-oriented reporting, ‘Viceroy’ report


Here the journalistic framing is at its most minimal. In other instances it may be more extensive, typically providing scene setting and some summarisation. For example:


CONGRESSIONAL PROCEEDINGS


Washington City, Jan. 8, 1861.


 Mr. Seward, of New-York, (Rep.,) presented the memorial of the New-York Chamber of Commerce, asking the establishment of steam postal service between San Francisco and China. Referred to the Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads.


Mr. Seward also presented a memorial, signed by the most prominent citizens of New-York City, concerning the present state and future happiness of the Union.


Mr. Seward got the floor to express his views on the President's message. 


[Extended transcript of Mr Steward’s speech then follows]


(The New-York Times, 9/1/1861)


Text � SEQ Text \* ARABIC �9�: reports of parliamentary proceedings


Alternatively, the framing can be more extended and involve more thoroughgoing appraisal on the part of the journalistic text. Such a framing is exemplified below.


In this and following texts, appraisal values which will be of relevance to the later discussion have been analysed and marked. The following system of mark-up will be used throughout.


Purple = judgement:social-sanction


Blue = judgement:social esteem


Green = appreciation


Magenta = affect


Red = intensity


Extra-vocalisations (where analysed) will be underlined


Other engagement values (where analysed) in bold


THE HEROES [capacity] OF JULY


A Solemn [reaction] And Imposing [reaction] Event


Dedication of the National Cemetery at Gettysburg


immense [measure+] number of vistors


Oration by Hon. Edward Everett – Speeches of President Lincoln, Mr Seward and Governor Seymour.


The PROGRAMME SUCCESSFULLY [capacity] CARRIED OUT


The ceremonies attending the dedication of the National Cemetery commenced this morning by a grand military and civic display under command of Maj.-Gen. Couch. The line of march was taken up at 10 o’clock…


[additional details of people present and the disposition of the soldiers etc]


After performance of a funeral dirge, by Birgfield, by the band, an eloquent [capacity] prayer was delivered by Rev. Mr. Stockton, as follows..


[transcript of prayer]


Mr Everett then commenced the delivery of his oration, which was listened to with marked [grade] interest throughout.


(The oration of Mr Everett will be found on our second page.) 


Although a heavy fog clouded the heavens in the morning during the procession, the sun broke out in all its brilliancy during the Rev. Mr Stockton’s prayer and shone upon the magnificent [reaction] spectacle. The assemblage was of great [grade] magnitude, and was gathered within a circle of great extent around the stand, which was located on the highest point of ground on which the battle was fought. A long line of military surrounded the position taken by the immense multitude of people.


The Marshal took up a position on the left of the stand. Numerous flags and banners, suitably draped. The entire scene was one of grandeur [reaction] due to the importance [valuation] of the occasion. 


…


President Lincoln’s Address


The President then delivered the following dedicatory speech:


Fourscore and seven years ago our Fathers brought forth upon the Continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. (Applause) [etc] 


[transcripts of additional speeches follow]


(The New-York Times 20/11/1863) 


Text � SEQ Text \* ARABIC �10�: Gettysburgh report


Alongside and in contrast to such transcript-oriented news coverage, we find reports where the journalistic voice holds sway. While the transcript report typically includes more extra-vocalisation than today’s news reports, this second type typically includes significantly less. The style is exemplified below by two misadventure reports, one from the Adelaide Advertiser (South Australia) of 1874 and the other from The Times of 1879. 


Text � SEQ Text \* ARABIC �11�: Railway fatality report


FIRST RAILWAY FATALITY


ACCIDENT ON THE NORTHERN RAILWAY


A very serious [grade] accident happened to the down train on Wednesday evening near Roseworthy. About two miles north of this station is a siding, where occasionally shunting is done, in case of trucks being added to the train, or when it is thought necessary or desirable to take the load up in two lots, on account of the steep gradient. 


Here there are, of course, [close:proclaim: expect] points, and a man is employed to look after them. About half-past 6 the train left Roseworthy all right and on approaching the siding it was noticed the points were wrong. 


This could not be seen, however, till too late to prevent a catastrophe [quality]. 


The engine was at once reversed, and the breaks were put on as hard as possible, but the engine, in spite of every [universalise] effort, dashed [quality] over a bank, and shot [quality] ahead a great [measure] distance. Next was a van, and attached to that a third class carriage. The shock was tremendous [measure+], and the carriage was forced partly under the van, the two vehicles remaining in that position. 


The foremost second-class carriage stopped about six inches from the edge of the bank, so that no second-class passengers received the least hurt [measure], and no damage whatever [reduplicate] was done in or behind this carriage. Below the bank, however, it was very [grade] different. Nine or ten persons received injuries and several of the cases were of a very [grade] dangerous character. 


The only wonder is that [close:disclaim:counter-expect = ‘amazingly’] an accident of such a character could have occurred without producing worse consequences. We regret [affect] that the misfortune is considered to be the work of some one who purposely and maliciously [(im)propriety] shifted the points, as a very few [grade/measure] minutes before the train came up the pointsman looked at them and saw that they were all right. If such an atrocious act [(im)propriety] has been committed, it is to be hoped [authorial affect] the scoundrel [(im)propriety]who perpetrated it will be discovered, and meet with his just deserts. [propriety] 


(The Advertister - Adelaide, South Australia - March 13, 1874)


Text � SEQ Text \* ARABIC �12� - Tay bridge report


THE TAY- BRIDGE DISASTER


The rumour of the disaster quickly spread last night, but owing to the tempestuous weather, comparatively [grade] few persons were out at the hour when the intelligence reached the town, and it was not until this morning’s newspapers were issued that the calamity became generally known. Then thousands of persons, anxious to learn all they could, proceeded in the early dawn to the esplanade, eagerly scanning the side of the wall, in search of washed-up bodies. The news was first conveyed to the town last night by mister J. B. Lawson, of Windsor-place, who left his own house with a friend a few minutes after 7. Naturally enough [close:proclaim:expect] their conversation turned on the fury of the gale, which was blowing from the south west. They began to question whether on such a night the Edinburgh train would venture on the bridge. To satisfy their curiosity they went to the black telegraph signal box at the north end of the bridge, where they found a number of men also anxious for information. Some of these asserted that about a quarter past 7 they had seen the lights of the Edinburgh train enter on the bridge. They followed the lights across the lower spans and into the high girders and then saw a sudden shower of fire. This shower with the lights of the train, seemed to descend to the river and then there was nothing but darkness. In consequence of this alarming [appreciation:reaction] statement, loud appeals were made from the Esplanade to the signal man, who in reply said that the Edinburgh train was signalled to him from the south end of he bridge at 9 minutes past 7, and entered the bridge according to signal, at 14 minutes past. He had looked out from his box for it, but had seen nothing. Until then (7.30) he had been unable to learn anything of the train. Finding that the train was not in sight, he endeavoured to telegraph to the signal man at the south side of the bridge, and then discovered that between 7.14 and 7.17 the means of communication had been interrupted. The very serious [grade] intelligence was at once conveyed by Mr Lawson to Mr James Smith, master of the Tay-bridge station.


…


These crowds had been forming from the time when the rumour of the descent of the train began to spread and it is needless to say [close:proclaim: pronounce] that the public excitement which had at first been suppressed - partly by the judicious [judgement:social-esteem:capacity] silence of the officials - and partly by what seemed to be the improbability of the rumour - rose very quickly after the receipt of the sad [appreciation:reaction] intelligence brought by Mr Smith and Mr Roberts.


…


The officials at the North Bridge station were not sparing in their efforts to obtain evidence of the calamity and if anything had been needed to increase their activity it would have been supplied by the spectacle of the desolate people, waiting in vain on the platform for their friends. They were, upon the whole, calmly dignified [appreciation:reaction] in their great [grade] sorrow: and when the news was borne home to them the certainty that none of the passengers in that hapless train [(meronymous reference to the people on the train) judgement:normality = ‘unlucky’] could have escaped, there were few such scenes of woe as those which oftentimes follow a mining accident.


…


The weird aspect [appreciation:reaction] which the remains of the bridge presented in the moonlight deepened the impression that to the passengers the end must have come with terrible [combines appreciation:reaction:impact with intensification:grade] swiftness. It would be the work of a moment: a sudden crash, and the train and girders would fall to the bottom of the storm-tossed estuary in a common ruin. When it was seen that nothing could be done, she steamed across, reaching the Craig-pier about 12 o’clock. It was impossible to do more than was done, and Provost Brownlee, Captain Methven, Captain Robertson, and all who exerted themselves to ascertain the extent of the calamity are worthy of all praise.[unspecified social esteem, perhaps tenacity, intensified = really/very praiseworthy]


(The Times, 30/12/1879)


In addition to the transcript-oriented reports of the type exemplified above, political coverage takes the form either of correspondent reports, typically when the politics involves foreign affairs, and extended editorial discursions. The two modes are exemplified below. (Once again, relevant appraisal values have been marked for later discussion.)


Text � SEQ Text \* ARABIC �13� - foreign correspondent report


THE SETTLEMENT OF AFGHANISTAN


(from our correspondent)


Cabul, June 2


The change of Government both in England and India has come at an unfortunate [puts harm - appreciation:social-valuation - at risk] time. Important [appreciation: social-valuation] communications have been opened with Sirdir Abdurrahman Khan, who, as I think wisely , [capacity] has been selected by the Government from other competitors as the one most likely to be able to make with us a satisfactory [appreciation: social-valuation] settlement of Afghanistan - not that any unbiased looker-on can be very sanguine even about him. We still know very [grade] little of him, and, granting him to possess considerable [grade] personal ability, [capacity] it is still uncertain whether he will be able to command general acceptance with the Afghans, and, equally important, how far he will be able and disposed to shake himself free of Russian influences and entanglements.


…


If Abdurraham is fairly [grade] acceptable to the Afghans and disposed to act straightforwardly [veracity] with us, he is more likely, it may be fairly argued, [open:proclaim:pronounce] to consolidate his rule, if he does not incur the odium of active English support. It is impossible, however, to contemplate the future of Afghanistan when the British army shall have withdrawn without misgivings, in which all Afghans whose opinion I have sought concur.


…


I trust those months or years will be spent by the Indian Government in perfecting its military system, [grammatical metaphor, interactional value = the Indian government must …] and that we shall commence a third campaign, if it is forced upon us, with a renovated and improved [capacity] native army, and with very different arrangements for transport and supply.


…


But still one good [appreciation:social-valuation] has come out of all this indecision. [tenacity] It has brought Sirdar Abdurrahman into prominence, [appreciation:valuation:social-salience] and it is far [grade] better that he should appear upon the scene while the army is still at Cabul than after it has retired. He is at least a man of superior stamp [capacity] to the feeble creatures [capacity] who have surrounded General Roberts for so [grade] long; but surely the Government should have decided beforehand what they intended to do when the right man was found, [engagement:interactional] and this is what I am afraid they have not done. 


(The Times 5/7/1880)


Text � SEQ Text \* ARABIC �14�: editorial discursion


The debate on Mr. Gladstone’s resolution with respect to the Parliamentaary oath ended this morning in a division which showed a majority of 54 in favour of the proposal of the Government. The result, though not without some drawbacks and inconveniences, will be generally welcomed with a sense of relief. It is satisfactory that at the outset the Speaker decided that Mr. Gorst’s point of order could not be sustained. The member for Chatham appealed to the rule of the House which prohibits the discussion and decision of any question more than once during a single session. This technical objection, if it had been found applicable, would have merely kept open a wasting and irritating sore [lexical metaphor, disease = judgement:(in)capacity], to the detriment of public business and to the discredit [propriety] of Parliament. We do not say [close:proclaim:pronounce - interpolates the speaker] that Parliament has even now finally escaped from the difficulty, but it has not, at least, attempted to shirk [tenacity - to ‘shirk is to be lazy, to show insufficient dedication or resolve] it.


…


The whole burden of the contention which was pressed against Mr.Gladstone’s resolution was that the House of Commons would show a want of due regard for its dignity and “consistency” in receding from the position taken up by a majority of the House, not exclusively composed of the opponents of the Government, last week. We have never denied that this is a weighty consideration; but we have been forced to admit [close:proclaim:pronounce - authorial interpolation] that the House must find a way out of its embarrassments [engagement:interactional] even at some cost of self-esteem. The House of Commons, the Ministry, and the leaders of the Opposition have floundered from error to error, [capacity] with beneficial [appreciation:social valuation] results to Mr.Bradlaugh only.


…


It is, however, absolutely [grade] certain that either by Mr. Gladstone’s resolution or by a change in the law the opinions which Mr. Smyth and Mr. Sullivan denounce will cease to be disqualifications for service in Parliament, if constituent bodies choose to elect those who entertain them. It is , therefore, an exuberance [grade] of rhetorical absurdity [veracity = ‘untrue/misleading’] to denounce the resolution as an isolated and inexcusable outrage upon the faith of Parliament and the nation.


…


The Conservatives, as a party, are not by any means [reduplicate] inclined to assert the dangerous [puts harm (appreciation:social-valuation) at risk) principle by the application of which alone Mr.Bradlaugh and similarly objectionable persons [imprecise social sanction] can be effectually excluded from Parliament. They are not willing to use the forces of intolerance, [propriety] which are still strong, though not the strongest, in this country, and they are wise, [capacity] in showing that they shrink from such an alliance. Criticism on Mr. Gladstone’s resolution was legitimate [propriety] enough, and it could not fail to hit the mark in an assembly which felt itself inextricably entangled in the wrong and was eager to find a scapegoat.





It should be noted that these extended editorials need not confine themselves to politics. These pieces, which may run to many thousands of words, often range across a diversity of topics including, in addition to politics, major misadventures, cases before the courts, religious or scientific debates, and so on.


It should also be noted that there is no compartmentalising of different modes of journalistic textuality, in contrast with contemporary journalism. All the various modes set out above typically occur on the same page. There are no headings, labels or other pointers to indicate that the different modes were viewed as representing different categories of journalism. This contrasts with today’s explicit division of journalism into news, analysis and opinion and the common practice of devoting a separate section of the paper to commentator-voice opinion and argumentation. 


IV.4.(b).3. The interpersonal styles of 19th century journalism


As I have said, the reporter voice of contemporary journalism can be thought of as emerging from a reweighting of the probabilities of occurrence of an array of appraisal values. Two preferences, however, are most definitive – the exclusion of authorial values of inscribed judgement and interactional values. We might begin, then, with investigating judgement and/or interaction as a first step in exploring whether the journalistic textuality of another cultural context (such as that of the 19th century) is conditioned by the three-way division of voice which operates in contemporary English-language broadsheet journalism.


Authorial judgements of social esteem and, even more significantly, of social sanction occur with sufficient frequency in 19th century misadventure and crime reporting to indicate that there was no strongly conventionalised restriction on such values. This is not to suggest, of course, that most or even a large minority of 19th century misadventure and crime reports feature such authorial judgements. The point is that stories which contain such judgements do occur with some regularity, and stories featuring such values in no way stand apart from other reports. This suggests that inscribed judgement was available as a resource to 19th century reporters when the right circumstances prevailed. 


The report of the ‘disaster on the northern line’ cited above illustrates this point. The free use of values of judgement:social-sanction by the author in the concluding section is, to my modern eyes, one of the item’s most rhetorically salient features. (I repeat the paragraph below for ease of reference.)


The only wonder is that [close:disclaim:counter-expect = ‘amazingly’] an accident of such a character could have occurred without producing worse consequences. We regret [NB authorial affect] that the misfortune is considered to be the work of some one who purposely and maliciously [(im)propriety] shifted the points, as a very few [grade/measure] minutes before the train came up the pointsman looked at them and saw that they were all right. If such an atrocious act [(im)propriety] has been committed, it is to be hoped [NB authorial affect] the scoundrel [(im)propriety]who perpetrated it will be discovered, and meet with his just deserts. [propriety] 


(The Advertister - Adelaide, South Australia - March 13, 1874)


I am perhaps most alert to this feature as a consequence of my own deeply ingrained sense, developed through years of exposure to sub-editorial censure, of the journalistic ‘impropriety’ of the ‘hard news’ reporter passing such ethically based judgements. Such authorial judgement is exemplified again by the following extract from a crime report from the New-York Times of 1879. (Judgements of social sanction once again in purple.)


A BRACE OF MURDERERS LYNCHED


THE HISTORY OF A DASTARDLY CRIME IN COLORADO – THE TWO PERPETRATORS HANGED SUNDAY MORNING


Denver, Col Dec 18. – “Sam”Woodruff and “Joe” Seminola, the latter a half-breed Indian, who murdered R.B. Hayward, a farmer of Jefferson County, on Sept 10, were taken from the jail at Golden and lynched at 1 o’clock this morning by 150 masked men.


The murder for which the men were lynched was a cold-blooded and cowardly one. [etc …]


 (The New-York Times, 29/12/1879)


Thus, inscribed judgement in general, and in particular judgements of social sanction, appeared to be available to the authorial voice in reports of this type – reports where it was the authorial rather than the external voice which predominated. Perhaps we should look, therefore, for constraints on judgement elsewhere – in the transcript-oriented items which supply so many column inches of 19th century newspapers. It is certainly possible to find many examples of reports where the writer, in framing the transcript, offers little or nothing by way of explicit social evaluation, and certainly no explicit values of judgement. The congressional proceedings report cited above and the item featuring the Viceroy of India’s report exemplify such texts. It might perhaps be postulated that modern reporter voice had its origin in such reports in that, in general, they do not feature unattributed instances of any of the attitudinal values – judgement, appreciation and affect. Further analysis, however, of such transcript-oriented items indicates that, under the right circumstances, the writer was free to evaluate. Thus the authorial framing of the transcripts in the Gettysburgh item includes values of inscribed authorial judgement – ‘heroes of July’, ‘an eloquent prayer’– and makes prominent use of values of appreciation:reaction – ‘a solemn and imposing event’, ‘a magnificent spectacle’, ‘grandeur of the occasion’. I note that while unattributed appreciation:reaction did occur in the database of contemporary reporter-voice texts used for analysis, it had only a low probability of occurrence and a low frequency within those few texts in which it was found. This contrasts with the Gettysburgh item, where appreciation:reaction is rhetorically salient, at least within the context of the journalistic framing of the various external texts.


Thus, while it is possible to locate many items of 19th century journalism which did not feature explicit authorial judgement, it is nevertheless clear that there was no conventionalised constraints by which the journalist author was, in all circumstances, excluded from passing such judgements. Thus we can say there was no obligatory co-occurrence condition of the form, if inscribed judgement, then extra-vocalisation. The absence of such a constraint has been demonstrated both in the context of misadventure or ‘police rounds’ reporting, an essentially modern categorisation, and in the context of transcript-oriented items, an essentially pre-modern categorisation. These findings suggest that there was no strongly conventionalised association between what today would be called ‘hard news’ – misadventure, crime, war reporting etc – and consistent constraints on the use of values of judgement and appreciation. Thus we can not speak of a reporter voice, in the modern sense, conditioning the textuality of ‘hard news’ reporting. 


When we turn our focus to political reporting we find, once again, no subdivision of texts into reporter, correspondent and commentator voice, as applies today. Coverage is conducted by means of either transcript-oriented pieces in which the authorial voice has only the most minimal framing role or by what today would be called ‘analysis’ or ‘commentary’ pieces. That is, by texts in which the full range of appraisal values are available to the authorial voice. 


The broad access to appraisal values in political coverage is demonstrated by the two political texts cited above – the foreign correspondent report of affairs in Afghanistan (� REF _Ref417829415 \* MERGEFORMAT �Text 13�, page � PAGEREF afghanistan_report \* Arabic \* MERGEFORMAT �163� above) and the extended editorialising on parliamentary proceedings (� REF _Ref417829508 \* MERGEFORMAT �Text 14�, page � PAGEREF edit_discurse \* Arabic \* MERGEFORMAT �164� above). In the analysis set out with those texts I focussed on those values which characterise commentator voice in contemporary texts which act to distinguish it either from correspondent or reporter voice. Thus we observe in both pieces the following:


inscribed authorial judgement:social-esteem (versus reporter voice)


inscribed authorial judgement:social-sanction (versus reporter and correspondent voice)


appreciation: reaction (in all voices but very low frequency in reporter)


engagement:proclamation:pronounce (versus reporter and correspondent) 


engagement:interaction (versus reporter and correspondent)


graduation:force:grade (very low frequency in reporter)


In general, then, political coverage varies between such fully appraising texts and the transcripts of parliamentary proceedings and speeches, where the report, in simply framing the transcript, typically supplies little by way of evaluatory meanings. We might have, consequently, proposed two voices for 19th political coverage – perhaps reporter and commentator – but for the fact that evaluatory meanings are, in fact, available to transcript-framing texts, when the occasion demands. This was demonstrated by the Gettysburgh report cited previously.


The analysis leads, therefore, to the conclusion that there were no contexts in which journalistic convention constrained various appraisal values in the way that they are constrained today by the system of voice. We find appraisal values, which today typically only occur on the op-ed pages, across the spectrum of news reporting, from ‘police rounds’, through crime, foreign affairs and politics. Of course, there would always have been occasions when non-journalistic factors might limit the occurrence of the full range of appraisal values – the laws of libel, legal privilege or simply the fact that the subject matter did not put values of social sanction or social esteem, for example, at risk. But the evidence strongly suggests that the constraints were external rather than journalistic. From the perspective of contemporary practices of journalistic textuality, it would seem that in the 19th century the voice of all journalistic modes was, in principle, that of the commentator. 


The discussion to this point has focussed primarily on values of judgement, since they have proved so foundational in the constitution of the modern journalistic voices. It is worth noting, however, by way of footnote to this section, that the commentator-like quality of so much of 19th century journalism is also revealed by the occurrence patterns of other appraisal values. The report of the Tay-bridge disaster illustrates this point (� REF _Ref417832523 \* MERGEFORMAT �Text 12�, page � PAGEREF afghanistan_report \* Arabic \* MERGEFORMAT �163� above). The subject matter was such that there were no values of authorial social sanction and no authorial proposals (interactional values). Nevertheless, the text’s kinship with what we would today term commentator voice was demonstrated by a range of other appraisal values. It featured, for example, 


a number of values of explicit authorial social esteem, thereby aligning it with writer rather than reporter voice – (‘judicious’, ‘hapless’, ‘worthy of all praise’)


extensive intensification via ‘grade’, thereby aligning it with writer rather than reporter voice (graduation:force:grade is disfavoured in modern reporter voice)


a preference for appreciation:reaction, thereby aligning it with writer rather than reporter voice – (alarming statement, sad intelligence, dignified sorrow, terrible swiftness, weird aspect)


values of engagement:close:proclaim:pronouncement, thereby aligning it with commentator voice (‘it is needless to say that..)


values of engagement:close:proclaim:expect, thereby aligning it with commentator voice (‘naturally enough’)


IV.4.(c). The diachronic contrast – conclusions


This comparison between current and past journalistic styles has, of necessity, been brief. It does, nevertheless, point to a fundamental reorganisation in the way media discourse has come to construct its voice interpersonally. The point of the discussion has been to forcefully demonstrate the contingent, socially-determined nature of the contemporary three-way division of journalistic voices and, in particular the association of ‘hard news’ documentation (as opposed to analysis and argument) with a more interpersonally constrained mode of textuality. The so-called ‘objective’ voice of the modern news item is therefore demonstrated to be very much a modern invention. 


IV.5. Implications for register theory


Within systemic functional linguistics, register theory is concerned with the way variations in the context of situation are reflected in and construed by systematic variation in the way that the discourse semantic potential is instantiated. The discussion to this point has, I believe, set out highly systematic variations in semantic instantiation and, as a consequence, compellingly demonstrates the principle of register variation. The three journalistic voices demonstrate how a more fine-grained register analysis can operate, discovering points not only of difference but of similarity and overlap. Thus all three journalistic voices – or sub-registers – feature a preference for intensification, while reporter and correspondent voice stand together and apart from commentator in disfavouring interactional values. Likewise correspondent and commentator stand together and apart from reporter in their instantiations of judgement. Thus the analysis provides several axes for sub-registerial difference and similarity.


Of course such an analysis, with its emphasis on the interpersonal, can provide only a partial register account. But as Matthiessen suggests (� QUOTE "Matthiessen 1993"� ADDIN ��� ADDIN �� �Matthiessen 1993�1993), since full registerial descriptions require very extensive research resources, it is often necessary to focus on one area of the grammar – on what Matthiessen terms ‘one slice’ of the register. Such an approach, he contends, will be particularly fruitful if that slice should single out those meanings which are highly salient, which act to characterise the register in question. I believe this is the case with the sub-registers of journalism and the interpersonal meanings explored here. There are, of course, additional areas of the lexico-grammar which would need to be explored for a truly comprehensive account. We might, for example, explore systematic variation in the structure of the nominal group as Jucker has done (� QUOTE "Jucker 1992"� ADDIN ��� ADDIN �� �Jucker 1992�), and we certainly would want to look further into patterns of textual meaning.


By placing the contemporary voices of journalism in a comparative historical context, I have also indicated how research into the evolution and development of registers might be pursued. Here I have been able to show how the detailed appraisal analysis developed in the current work can be applied to arguing systematically about differences and similarities between registers from culturally separate contexts. I applied the tools to comparing different registerial regimes, but they are equally useful, I believe, for tracking registerial changes over time. It remains an intriguing and open research question as to precisely how and why a largely single registerial regime in 19th century journalism should have developed the three-way distinction of today. (I will, however, tentatively propose some explanations in the final chapter.)


Under registerial analysis, we are concerned with how systematic variation in the discourse semantics, and hence in the lexico grammar, reflects and construes variation in the context of situation. But what is the situational variation reflected in the variation which constitutes the three modern voices? We might simplistically link it to variation in the relative status of journalistic roles – reporter voice is most typically associated with the lowest status position of ‘general reporter’, correspondent voice with the higher status position of ‘rounds reporter’ or ‘correspondent’, and commentator voice with the highest status position of ‘columnist’. Equally we might also associate it with variation in field – police rounds, for example, most readily associates with reporter voice, and politics with correspondent voice. But such an analysis, I believe, misses the point. The usual association is, in a sense, accidental. Journalists of all levels of experience and status within an organisation may adopt, in the right circumstances, any of the voices, depending on the task they are performing. As well, journalists will often refer to ‘reporter-voice’ writing as ‘true journalism’ and disparage correspondent and commentator voice as in some ways inferior or at least as less archetypal. This suggests that the variation is not, in reality, driven by variation in status but by some other functionality. I believe the appraisal analysis provides insights into what this might be. It indicates that the different voices constitute different modes of positioning the text and its meanings (both experiential and interpersonal) with respect to the heteroglossic diversity. Through such an analysis, the various preferences which constitute the journalistic voices are seen to establish different regimes of dialogism (in Bakhtin’s sense), different modalities for interacting with the intertextual heterogeneity which constitutes the social context in which all texts operate. 


These issues will be taken up at greater length in the final chapter, with special reference to reporter voice. There I will explore the rhetorical consequences which flow from the way reporter voice negotiates solidarity. In particular, I will explore how the semantic syndrome which constitutes reporter voice interacts with the textual architectures which are to be the subject of the following two chapters.





� Scope here is treated conservatively. Thus for a value to fall within the scope of an extra-vocalisation it would, for example, be located in the projected clause or within the Verbiage of some verbal or mental process. Similarly, a value is treated as probabilised when it is located in the clause over which, for example, a modal of probability or a modal adjunct of probability operates.
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